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Look to the Springs 
By Ruby Weyburn Tobias 


Proverbs 4:23 
water is fouled, that was wont 
to flow 
Clear and cool through the starry 
meadow, 


Mirroring heaven in sun and shadow; 
And weary the poor sheep go. 


Let us. take our nets and gather the 
slime, 
Take our spades and widen the river; 
Make the stream of the great life-giver 
Pure as once on a time. 


Futile, O shepherds, these busyings, 
When the’ source is choked and the 
springs lie buried, 
And the fountain of life has long 
miscarried, — 
Shepherds, look to the springs! 


Educational Reactions 


Lawlessness has been fostered by 
modern theories of education. The idea 
that man is not inherently evil,—a by- 
product of evolution,—has perverted 
the teaching in our schools and colleges, 
pandered to the downward pull of ht- 
man nature, and Weakened the arm of 
Federal justice. It is not only ministers, 
Sunday school workers, and evangelical 
Christians in general who see clearly 
the root causes of the trouble, but such 


officials as J. Edgar Hoover, who has in 
recent months been very widely quoted on 
juvenile delinquency. Now a newspaper 
columnist, Paul Mallon, in a dispatch 
from Washington, February 13, flays the 
whole “farce of progressive education” 
in stinging words, laying much of the 
blame right at the door of Teachers 
College, Columbia University, New York. 
“There was spawned and propagated the 
theory that a child should be given full, 
uninhibited expression of his impulses 
and there the whole story of education 
was geared to this free expression. ... 
Tests are made out by the teachers now- 
adays which can hardly do otherwise 
than develop a nation of graduated half- 
wits. The questions are not questions, 
but statements concerning the school 
work, and all the pupil is required to 
do is to write ‘true’ or ‘false.’ Any child 
who knows only these two words of the 
English language, with reasonable luck, 
must get 50 per cent, and if he covered 
half the class work, a normal guessing 
ability would give him at least a pass- 
ing mark of 75 per cent. Why study? 
... There has come a popular intelli- 
gent juvenile realization that study and 
work are not necessary, ‘and teachers 
have no authority. ... How a leading 
nation of the,modern world could de- 
generate intellectually to this extent is 
difficult to imagine. . .. We had better 
quickly give back to the school prin- 
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cipals and teachers a disciplinary author- 
ity which will command respect. ... 
But the ... progressive educators say 
(and unthinking parents also): ‘You 
will instill fear in the poor little dears.’ 
Of course. How else? Is not the fear 
of jail and punishment by society, in- 
cluding ostracism from friends and 
neighbors, considered necessary to re- 
quire adult conformance to the laws of 
society? A Philadelphia phychiatrist 
who studied 10,000 juvenile court cases 
there found just one general cause — 
‘lack of sense of responsibility for be- 
havior.” He sees only one cure —dis- 
cipline. He says only ‘dilettante psychi- 
atrists’ counsel against the instilling of 
fear of punishment.” How could “a 
leading nation” degenerate so far? By 
leaving God out of its educational sys- 
tem and its governmental plans; by 
trampling under foot the Bible and the 
Lord’s Day; by politely acknowledging 
Jesus of Nazareth as a great man, and 
spurning Him as the Son of God and the 
Saviour of men. Even a large portion 
of the professing church refuses to bear 
the offense of the bloodstained cross. 
When newspapermen and government 
officials see the danger so clearly, surely 
it behooves us who know the Gospel to 
stand firmly for God’s truth, to show 
children }pd 
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glorious oo” of salvation: 
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The Secret of His Presence, HRY 


N THE Fifth Psalm and verse three 
I we are let into a great spiritual 

secret every Christian should know 
and use, “In the morning will I direct 
my prayer unto thee, and will look up.” 
Do you do it? 

There is great need of looking up in 
these days. Quiet meditation and prayer 
every day is not a luxury for busy peo- 
ple, but a necessity. Wisely it has been 
said that if we would keep going regu- 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“But unto you that fear my 
name shall the Sun of righteous- 
ness arise with healing in his 
wings” (Mal. 4:2). 











larly, we must-stop oceasionally.*» That 
may be a paradox, but it is a law of our 
being both in the physical and in the 
spiritual realms. 

Particularly in days of world tumult 
like these, and always when we are “by 
thronging duties pressed,” we need our 
daily quiet time with God, our time of 
looking up. Thus shall we think God’s 
thoughts after Him in meditating on His 
Word, Thus shall we cast our cares on 
the Lord and lose the burden of them. 
Thus only shall we “think calmly, see 
clearly, and feel deeply.” 

It is not lost time to look up. There 
is an old church in Europe in which 
may be seen a picture of a plowman 
who has left his plow and turned aside 


«to pray. But while he prays an. angel 


is going on with his plowing for him. 





» 


 *] . 
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The painter had learned a real secret 
for daily living and put it into that pic- 
ture. The moments we spend looking 
up are not lost time. We work the bet- 
ter and the more effectively for them 
when we take up our ordinary duties 
anew. Your plowing, whatever it is, 
will not suffer by your taking some 
moments every day to direct your prayer 


. unto God, and to look up. The need of 


looking up is an urgent daily need of 
everyone. Only those who take time 
to look up can be aware of God. They 
alone realize the presence of God day 
by day as men should. We must look 
up if we would walk life’s way sure 
of Him. 

That being so, how wise the habit of 
looking up in the morning! Twice in 
the same verse the Psalmist speaks of 
turning to. God in the morning. “My 
voice shalt thou hear in the morning, 
O Lord; in the morning will I direct 
my prayer unto thee, and will look up.” 

Certainly the morning is the best time 
for devotion. It is good to pray in the 


_ evening, but evening prayer alone means 


that we go through the day without 
the strength and blessing that comes 
from beginning the day with God. Those 
who stop to get the smile of God in 
the morning know that “His morning 
smiles bless all the day.” When the be- 
ginning of the day is sanctified by the 
upward look to God, the whole day takes 
on a higher tone: 

To Moses God said, “Come up in the 
morning . . . and present thyself there 
to me in the top of the mount.” And 
we read that Moses rose early in: the 
morning and went up. And here, in our 
verse, is the Psalmist saying, “In the 
morning ... will I... look up.” Then 
there was our Lord Himself, of whom 
we read: “And in the morning, rising 
up a great while before day, he went 
out ... into a solitary place, and there 
prayed.” These are notable examples to 
follow, and it is great wisdom to heed 
them. 

I met God in the morning 

When my day was at its best; 

And His presence came like sunrise 

With a glory in my breast. 


All day long the Presence lingered; 
All day long He stayed with me, 

And we sailed in perfect calmness 
O’er a very troubled sea. 


Other ships were blown and battered, 
Other ships were sore distressed, 

But the winds that seemed to drive them 
Brought to me both peace and rest. 


Then I thought of other mornings 
With a keen remorse of mind; 

When I, too, had loosed the moorings 
With the Presence left behind. 


So I think I know the secret, 
Learned from many a troubled way, 
You must seek Him in the morning 
If you want Him through the day. 


—Ralph Cushman. 
But, oh, the difficulties we find.in the 
way of making the morning watch our. 
daily habit! We are too tired to get 


up in time. We are too busy when we 
do arise, because of being late. Thus 
the day is half over or all past before 
we tarry to look up. 

Our newspapers told us that Chiang 
Kai-shek, when meeting in Egypt in 
conference with Roosevelt and Churchill, 
was the earliest riser of the conferees, 
that he arose at 5 a.m. and devoted half 
an hour to prayer before breakfast. We 
are all busy people, no doubt, but have 
any of us the responsible, crowding 
duties that fill the days of the Gener- 
alissimo? Surely if he can give half an 
hour at the beginning of the day to look- 
ing up, we can do the same, if we will. 
Indeed the greater the burden of our 
responsibility and the importance of our 
work, the more the need of taking time 
to look to God for wisdom, strength, and 
help. 

In this matter of looking up in the 
morning, the first step is to get up. And 
that means watching that we get to bed 
early enough the night before. To keep 
the morning watch faithfully and fruit- 
fully may require an overhauling of our 
retiring and rising habits. It may de- 
mand a changing of the pattern of years 
as to our early morning program, and 
that is not easy. But it is worth while, 
and any sacrifice made to guard some 
time each morning to meet God will be 
abundantly rewarded. 

Not that we are to get into bondage 
in the matter. Let us be strict with our- 
selves, but if exceptional circumstances 
should arise some day to rob us of our 
morning watch, we should not feel be- 
reft of God for that day. It is not the 
exceptional, but the general, habit that 
we have in mind now. Our general 
habit should be early to bed and early 
to rise with a view to giving some time 
each morning to directing our prayer to 
God and looking up. 

That time should include meditation 
on a portion of Scripture as well as un- 
hurried prayer. And for such pondering 
of God’s Word there are many helps for 
those who feel the need of some guid- 
ance in their devotional use of the Bible. 

The daily Bible readings related to the 
Uniform’ Sunday School Lesson make a 
good selection of Scriptures for private or 
family worship, and such notes as are 
found on these passages in sound Sun- 
day school periodicals are often sug- 
gestive. The consecutive reading, chap- 
ter by chapter, or portion by: portion 
of an entire book of the Bible is another 
profitable way to use the Bible in the 
morning watch. The devotional quarterly 
Seek 1 is particularly helpful for its com- 
ments on daily passages, taking the 
reader through books of the Bible. Then 
many have found daily use of the much- 
loved little book, “Daily Light,”2 a 
profitable way of pondering God’s Word 





1Seek (Good News Publishing Co., 322 W. 
Washington St., Chicago 6, 15 cents each). 

2“Daily Light” (morning readings only) 
(Grosset and Dunlap Co.; 1107 Broadway, New 
York City 10, 60 cents). 
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in private devotion. Many are the stories 
related by servants of the Lord as to 
the way the selection of Scripture for 
the day in “Daily Light” has met a par- 
ticular need of the day. For children 
of, say eight to fourteen, the new, 
monthly booklets, “Daily Bread,” 1 pub- 





1 International Child Evangelism Fellowship, 
800 N. Clark St., Chicago 10. 


(Continued on page 206) 
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Notes on Open Letters 


Good News from Dr. Pace 


Dear Mrs. Pace, 

In my Sunpay Scnoot Tres, I noted a 
tiny insert stating that a tiny love offer- 
ing from your family in the Lord could 
be used by you in administering to the 
comforts of your dear husband. I hasten 
to send you this small love offering. 

Our dear Father has abundantly sup- 
plied my needs. this past year, and I am 
so happy to share this little with you. 

I do hope that dear Mr. Pace is getting 
on well and that he is able to enjoy life 
to its full. Somehow, in whatever con- 
dition or circumstance we find ourselves, 
when we belong to Christ, sweet peace 
fills our hearts. We love Mr. Pace’s car- 
toons. Surely he has wonderfully used 
his talent to the glory of the Lord. 

May the Lord abundantly bless you both 
and give you great joy and peace. 

“Acquaint now thyself with him and be 
at peace: thereby good shall come. unto 
thee” (Job 22:21). How true! Affection- 
ately, in the Lord—A New York reader. 
This letter is typical of very many re- 

ceived by Dr. and Mrs. Pace from the 
big family of Trves réaders. A letter 
has just come from Dr. Pace in his own 
handwriting saying that there is decided 
improvement in his condition, that he is 
at home again after many months in the 
sanitarium, and expressing his hearty 
thanks to his “many friends ... for 
their many letters and gifts.” He writes: 
“I am not able to walk yet, but am com- 
ing along, thanks be to our God. I am 
reciting in mind praisefully today, — 
Psalm 31:19.” (“Oh how great is thy 
goodness, which thou hast laid up for 
them that fear thee; which thou hast 
wrought for them that trust in thee be- 
fore the sons of men!”) 

Together Dr. and Mrs. Pace have been 
sending the following note in reply to 
the flood of letters they have received: 

Your letter with enclosure at hand. 
Thank you for both. During the past-year 
and more of inactivity, God has not for- 
gotten our needs; He is faithful who 
promised, and we can bear testimony to 
the fact that He hath not suffered His 

‘faithfulness to fail. Philippians 4:19 is 
like a solid rock, for our feet to stand 
upon. Thank you for your prayers and 
* interest and may the Lord reward you. 

In a few cases where donors wished 
to remain anonymous, Dr. and Mrs. Pace 
have not been able to send these “thank 
you” notes.. They. are now at their home, 
1630 Delaney St., Orlando, Fla. 
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Christ, the Apostles, and Wine—Ill 


By ERNEST GORDON 


Part III 


Te: hostility of the apostolic church 
to intoxicating wine has been almost 
wholly obscured by mistranslation. 
Thus Ephesians 5:18 reads: “And be not 
drunk with wine, wherein is-excess; but 
be filled with the Spirit.” “Wherein is 
excess” is a typical, proalcohol render- 
ing. Weymouth makes it even more 
baldly wrong, “Do not over-indulge in 
wine—a thing in which excess is so 
easy — but drink deeply of God’s Spirit.” 
Vincent (“Word Studies”) solemnly ex- 
plains, “Wherein— that is in drunken- 
ness, not in wine.” 

As a matter of fact the quantitative 
idea, “excessive,” is not present. Asotia 
might indeed be translated, “wherein 
[that is, in wine] are moral excesses.” 
(It is the word used of the Prodigal 
Son, “riotous living,” “devoured thy liv- 
ing with harlots.”) What Paul actually 
says is, “Be not drunk with wine in 
which, that is, in wine, is profligacy, 
debauchery, prodigality, lechery.” It is 
the apostolic equivalent of the Austrian 
proverb, “When Venus warms herself 
Bacchus fires the stove.” Vice is the 
spawn of wine, 

But some may object, “Why, then, did 
not Paul say, as Peter (1 Pet. 1:13, 
nephontes teleios), ‘Refrain from wine 
altogether’?” Obviously because of the 
‘rhetorical antitheses borrowed from the 
story of Pentecost: 


Acts 2:13 and 4 Ephesians 5:18 


These men are full Be not “full” 
of new wine. .. . wine. 

And they were all filled Be filled with the 
with the Holy Ghost. Spirit. 


Ephesians 5:18 cannot be fairly under- 
stood without reference to the context 
preceding. This deals with fornication 
and all uncleanness, things not even to 
be named; with filthiness, foolish talk- 
ing, jesting, whoremongering, and un- 
cleanness again; with the unfruitful 
works of darkness of which it is a shame 
even to speak, those things done of them 
in secret; with things reproved by the 
light; with the walk of fools. Then, in 
verse 18, it continues; 

“And be not drunk with wine, in 
which is debauchery.” Because of its 
essential nature alcoholic wine is tied 
up with all that precedes. Paul would 
remember :that the words, “Thine eyes 
shall behold strange women,” follow, 
“Look not thou upon the wine when it 
is red” (Prov. 23:33, 31). His contem- 
porary, Pliny, wrote (N.H. 14:28) of 
wine cups and wine bowls “carved all 
over with the representations of adulter- 
ous intrigues,” and Paul no doubt had 
seen such. 

Then follows, “but be filled with the 
Spirit.” We immediately pass to lovely 


on 


This is the third and concluding in- 
stallment of the scholarly study by 
Mr. Gordon of a problem that has 
greatly troubled many Christian peo- 
ple. As was stated in the note ac- 
companying the first article, Mr. 
Gordon’s conclusions are the result 
of many years’ research and a thor- 
ough Knowledge of New Testament 
Greek. It is expected that the series 
will be published in booklet form 
and when final arrangements have 
been completed announcement of the 
publisher and price will be made in 
The Sunday School Times. 








and spiritual things, to psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs; to those who make 
melody in their hearts to the Lord; to 
the holy love of husband and wife, to 
the love of Christ, to the glorious Church 
not having spot or wrinkle or any such 
thing, holy and unblemished; to the 
great mystery concerning Christ and the 
church. 

The first half of the chapter belongs 
to wine, the second to the Spirit of God. 
The word wine is, as it were, the fron- 
tier line dividing the two kingdoms of 
sensual darkness and holy lighé. 

The construction of Colossians 3: 10-16 
is parallel to this: “Mortify therefore 
your members which are upon the earth; 
fornication, uncleanness, inordinate af- 
fection, evil concupiscence, and covet- 
ousness. ... Put off . . . anger, wrath, 
malice, blasphemy, filthy communica- 
tion out of your mouth. Lie not one 
to ahother. ... Ye have put off the old 
man with his deeds.” 

Then comes the change: 

“And have put on the new man, with 
a heart of mercy, kindness, humbleness 
of mind, meekness, longsuffering .. . 
charity, which is the bond of perfectness. 
And let the peace of God rule in your 
hearts. . . . Let the word of Christ dwell 
in you richly in all wisdom; teaching 
and admonishing one another in psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
with grace in your hearts to the Lord.” 

The same construction occurs in the 
fourth of Ephesians: “Who being past 
feeling have given themselves over unto 
lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness 
with greediness. ... That ye put off con- 
cerning the former conversation the old 
man, which is corrupt according to the 
deceitful lusts [cf. wine wherein is de- 
bauchery] . . . and that ye put on the 
new man, which after God is created 
in righteousness and true holiness.” 

Thus wine, wherein is debauchery, of 
Ephesians, corresponds to the old man 
of Colossians, the old nature with its 
foul deeds: the Spirit’s indwelling with 
the new man which is renewed in knowl- 
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edge after the image of Him that created 


him. It is easy to infer from this what 
Paul thought of wine and Paul’s 
thought, expressed in these inspired 


writings, could not have varied essen- 
tially from Christ’s. It is impossible to 
think of Paul as using “wine, wherein 
is debauchery” in the ordinance of the 
Lord’s Supper. *% 

(Note.—Some may say, “Drunkenness” 
with wine may, perhaps, be identified 
with “the old man” of Colossians 3 and 
Ephesians 4, but not moderation in wine- 
drinking. Well, is “moderation” in the 
vices of the old man allowable, and are 
not such vices the asotia, the debauch- 
ery, which Paul associates with wine? 
The very fact that Paul connects wine 
in general with moral lapse leads one 
to believe that he would have said, “I 
will drink no wine while the world 
standeth.”) 

Part IV 


To translate the words, nepho, nepha- 
lios (“sober”) correctly is to run coun- 
ter to a real falsification of Scripture. 
The basic and primary meaning of the 
words is to abstain from wine. Alford 
thought that in the apostolic days the 
proper meaning of the word had become 
obsolete. But Greek writers long after 
used them in this primary sense,— 
Porphyry, for example, in De. Abs. I: 27. 
Josephus speaks of the Jewish priests 
as apo akratou nephontes, as abstaining 
absolutely from wine when on temple 
service (Antigq. 3:12:2—Thayer-Grimm). 
It cannot be supposed that Paul and 
Peter were unaware of the basic mean- 
ing of the words when they used them. 
“It is clear as to several texts (1 Tim. 
3:2; 1 Thess. 5:6; and 1 Pet. 4:7) that we 
have no authority for supposing it to 
have been used in its secondary sense 
of ‘watchful,’ or . . . ‘discreet,’ because 
the proper words for discretion and 
vigilance occur in conjunction with it” 
(Lees). 

Liddell and Scott illustrate the dis- 
ingenuousness with which the meaning 
has been suppressed in Scripture. They 
give to the verb nepho the definition “to 
drink no wine” with references to Plato, 
Plutarch, Aristotle, and a battery of 
other authors. The adjective nephalios 
is “unmixed with wine, as offerings to 
the Eumenides,”1 and “with reference 
to persons, ‘sober.’” ‘The last definition 
is supported by references to Plutarch 
(one) and to the pastoral Epistles 
(three). These passages in Timothy and 
Titus are first translated “sober” and 





1Wine infuriates, hence offering alcoholic 
libations to the Eumenides, or Furies, would 
arouse their dangerous anger. Valpy in “Fun- 
damental Words” derives nepho, “‘to abstain 
from wine,” from ne and hepha, that is, not 
to inflame or set fire to, referring to the lusts 
of the flesh. This was the pagan evaluation 
of wine. Others are more tolerant. Thus a 
Lambeth Conference of bishops insisted that 
“the example of our Lord necessitates the use 
of fermented [i.e., intoxicating] wine in fhe 
administration of the Lord’s Supper.” 
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then given as illustrations of the use of 
that meaning. True alcohol philology ! 

Nepho in its primary meaning, to ab- 
stain from wine, is used nine times in 
the Epistles to Timothy and Titus and in 
the First Epistle of Peter. It is trans- 
lated “be sober” (seven times), “be vig- 
ilant,” and “watch,” the implied mean- 
ing of sober being either sober in 
conduct and dress, or sober, that is, not 
visibly intoxicated. In practically all 
these passages the real meaning of the 
word, “to refrain from drinking wine,” 
is wholly justified.t 

For this reason! Peter and Paul, as 
Jews, well knew that the command of 
the law forbidding priests to drink wine 
or strong drink when entering the Tab- 
ernacle was an everlasting prescription. 
In the old dispensation priestly minis- 
try was confined to the Temple. In 
the new it broadened to the Christian 
life on all occasions. Hence this ever- 
lasting law against the priestly use of 
wine would naturally extend to the 
whole priesthood of believers every- 
where and at all times. Baronius is 
quoted (by Fenton) as saying, “The 
practice of abstinence was so wide- 
spread among the early Christians, and 
prized so much, that in some places 
scandal was given if a Christian were 
seen to depart from it and drink intoxi- 
cating wine.” 

It is noticeable how Paul, in the or- 
‘ganization of the Christian Church, 
dwells repeatedly on the importance of 
total abstinence among the leaders of 
the Church, in a way, the successors of 
the Jewish priesthood, That he uses the 
word nepho in an antialcohol sense is 
clear from 1 Thessalonians 5:6-8: 

“Therefore let us not sleep, as do 
others; but let us watch and be sober 
[i.e., abstain from wine, gregoromen kai 
nephomen]. For they that sleep sleep 
in the night; and they that be drunken 
are drunken in the night. But let us, 
who’are of the day, be sober [abstainers 
from wine, nephomen],” There is a con- 
trasting parallel here between those who 
watch and are abstinent and those who 
sleep and are drunken. This fixes the 
meaning of nephomen as, not “sober” 
in the sense of being watchful or vigil- 
ant. “Let us watch and be watchful” 
would be tautology. 





In 1 Timothy 3:2 Paul writes of over- 
seers of the Church. An _ episkopos 
should be nephalion, “abstinent” (er- 
roneously translated “vigilant”’). In 
verse 3 the admonition seems to go even 
further, “not sitting at wine,” that is, 





1Another illustration of how antialcohol 
meanings are disguised by translation is found 
in 1 Corinthians 15:34. In verse 32 Paul had 
spoken of the bibulous and despairing ban- 
quets of paganism, “Let us eat and drink; 
for to morrow we die.’’ Then he cried, “Sober 
up (eknepsate) to right living.” It was the 
used of Noah when he. was aroused from 
drunken. stupor. “Awake to righteousness” 
gives no intimation of this shade of meaning. 


in drinking-places or parties, paroinon. 
(One thinks of Sec. 54 of the law-book 
of the ante-Nicene Church, “If any one 
of the clergy be taken (even) eating 
at a tavern let him be suspended unless 
he is forced to bait at an inn upon the 
road.” Then Paul continues, “Likewise 
must the deacons be grave, not double- 
tongued, not giving heed to much wine.” 
(Prosechontas is the word used just be- 
low in 1 Tim, 4:1, “giving heed” to 
Simon Magus because that, of long time, 
he had bewitched theia, “deprived them 
of their senses,” exstakenai. The dan- 
gerous enticements of wine seem to have 
been in the apostle’s mind and he em- 
phasizes them by using the word 
“much.”) Then continuing, in verse 11 
he says, “Even so must their wives be 
grave, not slanderers, abstinent from 
wine, nephalious.” 

The alcohol exegetes also emphasize 
“not giving heed to the enticements of 
much wine,” as if only a considerable 
amount of intoxicants was contra-indi- 
cated. But only five verses before he 
had said “not given to wine,” that is, to 
wine at all. This absolute proscription 
of wine to the priests of the new dispen- 
sation follows the absolute proscription 
to the Levitical priests when on service 
(Lev. 10:9; Ezek. 44:21). 

Again in 2 Timothy 4:5, “But watch 
thou in all things.” The metaphorical 
meaning might be allowed here, but the 
literal and essential meaning of nepho 
is not precluded. “Be abstinent in wine 
in all situations,” or (instrumental 
dative) “by all meens” (as by avoid- 
ance of bad company, by consorting 
with Christians, and the like). 

When Titus is charged with appoint- 
ing overseers of the Church in every’ 
Cretan city he is told that such leaders 
must not be paroinon (frequenters of 
banquets, foregatherers about wine). 
The presbyters are to be nephalious, ab- 
stainers (Titus 2:3). Of the elderly 
women appointed to teath the young 
women (Titus 2:3, 4) Paul says, “Not 
given to much wine.” The participle is 
perfect, oino pollo dedoulomenas, “not 
having been slaves of much wine,” not 
having had:an alcoholic past. No risk 
was to be taken of a fresh outbreak of 
the habit to the scandal of the Church. 





In the First Epistle of Peter the word 
nepho occurs three times: The casual 
reader might well think that the word 
“sober” meant sober in demeanor and 
conversation, without any alcoholic con- 
notation. But closer observation con- 
nects these passages with the parable 
of the unfaithful servant spoken to 
Peter by Christ (Luke 12:41-46). It was 
a parable of the returning Christ and 
of watchfulness therefore. So in 1 Peter 
1:13 we have, “Be sober, and hope to 
the end for the grace that is to be 
brought unto you at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ.” In 1 Peter 4:7, “The end 
of all things is at hand: be ye therefore 
sober [sophronesate], and watch [nep- 
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sate] unto prayer.” And in 1 Peter 5: 
4, 8, “When the chief Shepherd shall ap- 
pear, ye shall receive a crown of glory. 
.. . Be sober, be vigilant.” 

Notice further that 1 Peter 4:10, “As 
good stewards of the manifold grace of 
God,” corresponds with Luke 12:42, 
“that faithful and wise steward”; “who 
shall . . . judge the quick and the dead” 
(1, Pet. 4:5) is an echo of Luke 12:44, 
“The lord of that servant (steward) will 
come in a day when he looketh not for 
him” (with judicial punishments speci- 
fied); and that 1 Peter 5:3, “Neither be- 
ing lords over God’s heritage,” harks 
back to Luke 12:45, beating “the men- 
servants and maidens.” 

The parable of Luke 12, then, has to do 
with the drunken steward who is caught 
and punished by his returning Lord and 
the obvious allusions to it in Peter’s 
First Epistle require an antialcohol note 
in the translation of nepho, sober. In 
1 Peter 1:12 this note is a radical one. 
The word teleios is cleverly translated 
“to the end” and attached to the verb 
“hope.” Too cleverly! What it really 
means is “wholly, absolutely” and modi- 
fies the preceding word nephontes, “Be 
wholly abstinent from wine and hope 
for the grace that is brought unto you 
at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” The 
idiom for (hope) “to the end” would be 
that of Hebrews 3:6, 14, mechri telous; 
or of Hebrews 6:11, achri telous; or of 1 
Corinthians 1:8 and 2 Corinthians 1:13, 
heos telous. 

In 1 Peter 4:7 the word nepsate is 
translated “Watch.” But it obviously 
refers to the three words for vinous ex- 
cess in verse 3, Oinopflugiais, komois, 
potois (excess of wine, revelings, ban- 
quetings), with their “excess of riot” or 
literally, their, “pouring out [anachusin] 
of debauchery [asotia]” as of “wine 
wherein is debauchery [asotia]” (Eph. 
5:18). It should then be translated with 
its original antialcohol meaning, “But 
the end of all things is at hand: be ye 
therefore sober-minded and refrain from 
wine with a view to prayer” (your 
priestly office). 

One should at this point recall Eze- 
kiel’s words (44:21), “Neither shall any 
priest drink wine, when they enter into 
the inner court,” and ponder Christ’s 
words (Matt. 6:6), “But thou, when thou 
prayest, enter into thy closet, and when 
thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy 
Father which is in secret.” Here is the 
priestly ministry of the believer of the 
new dispensation. One understands what 
was.in Peter’s mind. Wine and prayer 
are incompatible things. There is an 
ancient tradition that identified Peter 
with the Nazarites. 

How remote from this spiritual pic- 
ture is Moffatt’s jocose translation: “Now 
the end of all is near. Steady then, 
keep cool and pray!” In all these three 


Petrine passages “Keep cool” is Mof- 
fatt’s undiscerning word. 
Lastly, in 1 Peter 5:8, “Be sober, be 


‘(Continued on page 206) 
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A Survey of Religious Life 


and Thought 


By ERNEST GORDON 


R’S words, “Looking for... 
p the coming of the day of God, 
wherein the heavens being on fire 
shall be dissolved, and the elements shall 
melt with fervent heat,” find unexpected 
confirmation in the “Beginning and End 
of the World,” by Prof. Edmund Tay- 
lor Whittaker, F.R.S., Se.D., of Edin- 
burgh University. Prof. Whittaker is a 
mathematician and astronomer of emi- 
nence. Speaking of the sun he says: 
“It is slowly becoming hotter and 
brighter; before its hydrogen is ex- 
hausted its temperature will have in- 
creased to such a degree that terrestrial 
life as we know it will be impossible. 
This reverses the expectation which was 
generally held by past generations of 
astronomers, that the earth would ulti- 
mately become uninhabitable by reason 
of excessive cold, when the sun’s heat 
had been radiated away; and it brings 
the end of our world appreciably 
nearer.” 

The atomic theory is gone, and with’ 
it materialism. The new physics sub- 
stitutes forms of energy for atoms. The 
bearing of this fact on the origin of 
things is thus stated by Prof. Whittaker: 
“There is no ground for supposing that 
matter (or energy, which is the same as 
matter) existed in an inert condition, 
and was in some way galvanized into 
activity at a certain instant;. for what 
could have determined this instant 
rather than all the other instants of 
past eternity? It is simpler to postulate 
a creation ex nihilo, an operation of the 
Divine Will to constitute nature from 
nothingness.” 

“Physics and astronomy,” he continues, 
“can lead us through the past to the 
beginning of things, and show that there 
must have been a Creation; but of the 
Creation itself science can give no ac- 
count. ... The birth and extinction of 
the universe ... can be understood only 
by bringing into consideration those as- 
pects of reality which are ignored by 
science and interpreted by religion 
alone.” And by “religion” Prof. Whit- 
taker undoubtedly means the Christian 
religion. 

Of the pantheist theory “that identifies 
the Creator with Creation, and pictures 
Him as coming into being in the self- 
unfolding of the material universe,” Prof. 
Whittaker will have nothing. For “can 
any man who reflects on the beginning 
and end of the universe believe in a 
naturalistic humanism as its true inter- 
pretation?” For “mankind appears for a 
brief span of time, a short instant in 
the duration of the stellar system. and 


Encouragements and warnings 
from all the worl 


then disappears. The last state of all 
things visible is death. . . . Can the 
grand sum total of existence be so utterly 
futile as that? Is it ndt more reasonable 
to believe that there is a purpose in 
Creation, that something persists and is 
immortal?” 


Percy Buffard, working in Spain, says 
that in his Puertollano Center the Ro- 
manist priest collected all Bibles, Tes- 
taments, and hymnbooks and made a 
bonfire of them. All foreign Christian 
workers have been forced to leave the 
country, which is just the Irish-Ameri- 
can program for South America. Of 
Spanish workers two-thirds have been 
either executed or interned. Then he 
goes on: 

“God is blessing us as never before. 
In one of our churches revival has 
broken out, and during the last few 
years 250 have publicly accepted Christ. 
In a district in east Spain there is a Bap- 
tist minister who in two years has se- 
cretly baptized about 900 in a few 
months. 

“Madrid is one place where the halls 
are still open and, during Easter week 
{last year], thirty persons, mostly young 
people, publicly accepted Christ. In 
Puertollano and other centers, meetings 
are held in spite of the law. I have 
been in some of those illegal meetings 
—you are allowed there by invitation, 
about eight or nine at a time, in order 
not to attract attention. They dare not 
sing, but can pray. They are able to 
study the Word of God. On one or two 
occasions, after the door was closed, I 
noticed someone look through the shut- 
ters of the window, and the people were 
afraid it was the Spanish Gestapo, 
trained by the German Gestapo, come to 
attack them.” 

This is what Pope Pius XII, on receiv- 
ing Franco’s ambassador, called “that 
happy restoration in Spain which we 
have been watching day by day, .... its 
continuous demonstrations of piety. We 
have seen Christ triumph and the Chris- 
tian spirit penetrate,the laws, the insti- 
tutions, and all the manifestations of 
official life.” a 


Mission Notes.—Ramon Carrillo, dea- 
con in the Mexican Independent Baptist 
Church cf Phoenix, Arizona, a saintly 
man, is with Pastor Lopez of Nogales 
evangelizing in Sonora, Mexico. These 
Mexican Baptists are also working 
among the Mexican children in the cot- 
ton camps of Arizona, Evangelina Mi- 
randa and Sylvia Castro being the 
teachers, Leonardo and Hazel Mercado 
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are leading in work among the Tarahu- 
mare Indians of the mountains of Chi- 
huahua in several Mexican states. Four- 
teen adult workers are engaged in this 
Indian work which comes out of Ari- 
zona, and is closely associated with the 
Phoenix (Arizona) Bible Institute. 

The West Indies Mission is largely 
helped by Dr. Oswald Smith’s church, 
in Toronto and is greatly prospering. 
Its last statement speaks of a daily 
broadcast by staff members of the Bible 
School, in Cuba from the Santa Clara 
radio station. Every Sunday morning a 
program is also sent out from the more 
powerful Havana station. Thirteen sum- 
mer conventions are planned for south- 
ern Haiti, beginning the middle of June. 
There are Bible Training Schools in 
Cuba, Haiti, and San Domingo carried 
on by this mission. In the Haiti Bible 
School a six weeks’ course of study for 
women, with forty in attendance, was 
instituted last spring. ; 

The Orinoco River Mission, Venezuela, 
reports: “Fine testimony given by coun- 
try Christians near Puerto La Cruz. In- 
terest manifested by Maturin young peo- 
ple in Scripture memorization. Keen 
interest in children’s. Bible classes at 
Cumanacoa. Mrs. Eddings has organ- 
ized six of her women into a teachers’ 
training class for child evangelism. They 
go into different parts of the city, reach- 
ing about 25 children in each of five 
classes, helping them to memorize.” 

Mr. Searle, selling Scriptures in the 


‘mining camps of Bolivia, disposed of 


three thousand portions and several hun- 
dred New Testaments in a few months. 
He covered ten centers and found the 
people eager to buy. 


A vivid picture of Christians coming 
out of heathenism is given by Miss Birky 
in the Congo Mission News. A Congo 
native preacher takes Judges 6:25, 26 
as his text: “Take thy father’s young 
bullock . . . and throw down the altar 
of Baal... and build an altar unto the 
Lord thy God.” He read most of the 
chapter and then proceeded to make 
present-day application. He showed. the 
people an idol about two feet tall and 
asked them if they knew what it was. 
“You call yourselves Christians, yet 
some of you still. have such things in 
hiding.” He mentioned charms, fetishes 
and sticks of wood, which everyone rec- 
ognized as fetishes. “Do you trust God 
or these sticks of wood?” He produced 
saplings, saying, “Are these planted néa* 
your houses for nothing?” The children 
and young people answered, “No,” but 
the middle-aged murmured and were 
restless. He quoted Scripture after 
Scripture from memory, giving the place 
as if he had a coneordance before him. 
No soft-pedaling! 

It was a sermon the like of which has 
not been given at Kalamba for a long 
time. One would think that his hearers 
would have dug up their fetish trees 
immediately. Instead they complained, 
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“Why did you expose us before the 
white people? Why did you let them in 
on our customs?” Only the Holy Spirit 
can give conviction and deliverance 
from the bondage of old traditions, 

But this resurgent, or at least con- 
cealed, heathenism has often accom- 
panied the advance of the Church. Is 
not the whole ritual of both Eastern 
and Western Catholicism little more than 
a reappearance and readaptation of clas- 
sical paganism? 


The Danish Baptist Mission works 
among the 800,000 hillmen of Urundi, 
Congo Free State. It has nine mission- 
aries and over a thousand Christians. 
Beside flourishing station schools it 
cares for 70 others in outstations. Then 
there is a printing plant turning out 
Scripture, hymnbooks, and school books, 
operated by native boys. Three years 
ago when the German army marched 
into Denmark, all supply and finance 
was cut off. Yet Hans Jensen of Musema 
tells us that the work has steadily pro- 
gressed. With other orphaned missions 
it has kept on with help from free lands. 
This has given to the African Christians 
understanding of the bonds of love in 
Christ which unite Christians the world 
over. It has also given them a new 
sense of responsibility for the work. “It 
was most moving to hear the church 
treasurer here the other day, after a good 
offering had been given, praising God 
and showing the people what a privilege 
it is to give.” Again it has brought 
missionaries and people closer together. 
“Perhaps our difficulties have made us 
come down a bit. The fact that we are 
supposed to belong to a superior race 
has been a great hindrance all along to 
spiritual work.” 


A Chinese pastor in Honolulu is de- 
scribed in the Presbyterian Survey: the 
Rev. Charles Kwock of the Beretania 
St. Chinese Church. In his church bul- 
letin for January, 1943, each. member 
is called on “to make ours a soul-win- 
ning church, bringing to a weary hu- 
manity Jesus Christ, the great feeder 
of the human soul.” At the Easter serv- 
ices more than 200 children and young 
people were present. and as many more 
adult folk. Fourteen joined the church. 

Mr. Kwock opened his pulpit on two 
Sunday mornings to a converted Chinese 
layman who had been a court interpreter 
in Honolulu, a rich money-maker, and 
an opium eater. He was saved after a 
whole night of prayer with some Chris- 
tian mission friends in the city. During 
the pre-Easter service for young people, 
Dr. Shao Chang Lee, professor of Chi- 
nese in the University of Hawaii, who 
through much tribulation has entered 
the Kingdom of God, was the speaker. 
He remarked that few of his university 
colleagues would lay such emphasis on 
prayer as he did, and told his student 
. audience that they must learn to pray 
if they expected to be Christians worthy 
the name. He said that Christ came 





to send not peace but a sword, the spe- 
cial application being that a Chinese 
must break with heathenism in his own 
family and neighborhood even at the 
expense of serious friction, if the choice 
was between them and Christ. 

Harry Liu and Wesley Wang, students 
in the Moody Bible Institute, are evange- 
lizing Chinese in America with litera- 
ture. They reach Chinese students, sol- 
diers, and businessmen. Harry Liu was 
formerly with the Bank of China in 
New York. They are publishing short 
Gospel messages daily in the San Min 
morning paper, a Chinese secular news- 
paper. 


The Bible School at Swansea in Wales 
was founded, some twenty years ago, 
without financial backing and in depend- 
ence on God’s care. It has flourished 
and grown, and to it have been given 
grounds and buildings and continuous 
support. During the exile years, in Eng- 
land, of Haile Selassie, Emperor of 
Abyssinia, a son and a daughter were 
students, Prince Asrate Kassa having 
spent three years there. The Emper- 
or’s private chaplain is still at the Bible 
College mastering Hebrew and Greek in 
preparation for translation work into 
Ethiopian tongues. Further, the Em- 
peror has decided to establish at Addis 
Ababa, his capital, a Bible College of the 
same type, and former students from 
the Swansea school will largely form the 
staff. Little did those who opened the 
humble Welsh school realize what would 
be the result of their efforts. 


Methodist union in Great Britain a 
few years ago was hailed as a remark- 
able feat, but it appears to have pro- 
duced little fruit. The eminent Meth- 
odist leader, Dr. Sanger, reports “a 
steadily and steeply declining member- 
ship in our church.” Then he goes on 
to say: “The disappointments ,of Meth- 
odist union are notorious. With rare and 
sweet exceptions it can hardly be called 
union at all. Even when the appear- 
ance of union has been achieved by 
engineering all the churches of an area 
into one quarterly meeting, the old di- 
visions have a way of persisting.” He 
hears the remark: “Ministers are birds 
of passage. They may push or cajole 
us together, but we have got to go on 
living with our awkward neighbors when 
they (the ministers) have gone. .. . Is 
there any point in pressing union upon 
us if we don’t really want it?” 


The Christian Mission to Church- 
less Communities (Room 508, 38 Park 
Row, New York 7) is doing large work in 
the armed forces. Thousands of tracts 
and bookletS are being placed in the 
hands of the boys and, writes Mr. Homer 
Stanley Morgan, “I am able to get hun- 
dreds of Moody Colportage books onto 
ships (both American and British) which 
will go to fighting fronts the world over. 
. . . Our latest venture of faith is the 
Carver Bible Institute for training col- 
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ored workers. It is in one of the largest 
colored districts in the South, in Atlanta. 
Its founder, the Rev. Talmage Payne, 
has long been burdened because of the 
untrained colored ministers, woefully 
unacquainted with the Word.” He asks 
prayers that students of the Lord’s 
choosing be sent in, 


Richard C. Cabot of the Harvard Med- 
ical School and Massachusetts General 
Hospital came of a Unitarian family but 
registered himself as “a Christian” in 
“Who’s Who.” Shortly before his death 
he was asked about the prescription of 
alcohol and in reply declared it to be 
a narcotic, Of physicians who still pre- 
scribed it in practice he continued: “I 
believe if they had had the experience 
I have had in hospital work, compar- 
ing the recovery of patients with and 
without alcohol in every sort of infec- 
tious disease, they would have come to 
believe as I do, that it never does any 
good. You see, the trouble is that doc- 
tors are hard pressed to find something 
to give in diseases like flu and pneu- 
monia. The truth is there is no medi- 
cal treatment that does any good... . 
What we call the healing force of nature, 
which is of course the healing force of 
God, is what cures people in the major- 
ity of diseases. . . . You have got to 
have something better than medical 
facts, something nearer the core of 
Christianity, before we shall make any 
headway against drunkenness.” 


The Northwest Mountain Mission 
brings the Gospel to the deserts and 
mountains of Idaho, Montana, East Ore- 
gon, and East Washington, to “the man 
farthest back.” Their workers come out 
of Bible schools—Mr. and Mrs. C. V. 
Rogers from the Prairie Bible. Institute; 
Mr. Skellie, reared on a Montana ranch, 
from the Simpson Bible Institute, Seat- 
tle; Mr. and Mrs. Hager from the Mult- 
nomah Bible School. These last are 
members of the Great Commission 
Church of Portland, Oregon, whose pas- 
tor, Ezra S. Gerig, warmly commends 
their work. 


Brief Notes 


A convention of Czech Christians held 
in the Emmanuel Bohemian Baptist 
Church, Chicago, brought together 75 
delegates from ten states. At a picnic 
in National Grove $1,000 was contributed 
for missions. 


Mr. Alexander, Britain’s First Lord of 
the Admiralty, is an able lay preacher, 
as is Mr. Ernest Brown, the Minister of 
Health. Mr. H. H. Elvin, a president of 
the Trade Union Congress, began to 
preach when he was a boy of sixteen. 


The Detroit Hebrew Christian Mission 
broadcasts in Yiddish over WJBK — De- 
troit, HCJB—Quito (Ecuador), and 
WGES — Chicago; in English over WLAV 
—Grand Rapids, WTOL— Toledo, and 
CKMO — Vancouver. 
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LESSON 1. APRIL 2. SAUL BECOMES A NEW MAN 


International Uniform Lesson.— Acts 9:1-19; 22:6-16; 26:12-20; printed text, Acts 9:1-9, 13-19a 
Golden Text.—if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature.—2 Cor. 5:17 


Kuve JAMES VERSION 


Acts 9:1 And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter 
against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest, 

2 And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, 
that if he found any of this way, whether they were men or 
women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem. 

3 And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly 
there shined round about him a light from heaven: 

4 And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, 
Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? 

5 And he said, Who art thou; Lord? And the Lord said, I am 
Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against 
the pricks. 

6 And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into 
the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. 


13 Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of 
this man, how much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem: 


14 And here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind 
all that call on thy name. 


15 But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen 
vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, 
and the children of Israel: 

16 For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for 
my name's sake. 

17 And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; 
and putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even 
Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath 
sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with 
the Holy Ghost. 

18 And immediately there fell from’ his eyes as it had been 








7 And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, 


hearing a voice, but seeing no man. 


8 And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were 
opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the hand, and 


brought him into Damascus. 


9 And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat 


nor drink. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. lronside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody MemorialiChurch, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson —. 


importance of the conversion of 
Saul of Tarsus and his selection 
by the risen Lord to be His special 
ambassador to the Gentiles may be gath- 
ered from the fact that it is related, more 
or less fully, five times in the New Tes- 
tament. Here in Acts 9 we have Luke’s 
account. In chapter 22 we have Paul’s 
story of his conversion as he related “it 
to the Jews in Jerusalem. In chapter 
26 he tells it-again before Festus and 
Agrippa. Then in Philippians 3:4-11 he 
refers to it when writing to a Christian 
church. To his son in the faith, Tim- 
othy, he again tells the story of his one- 
time enmity to the Gospel and the grace 
of God that transformed the persecutor 
into an evangelist (1 Tim. 1:12-16). 
These five recitals of the great change 
that came to this man are most sug- 
gestive, emphasizing, as they do, the in- 
corrigible evil of the heart of man— 
even religious man —and the sovereign, 
electing grace of God. 


The Historical Setting 


Scripture gives no definite date for tne 
conversion of Saul, but there seem to 
be good reasons for setting it somewhere 
between A.D. 35 and 37. According to 
2 Corinthians 11:32, his Damascus ex- 
perience was after Aretas was king 
there. Aretas, according to best author- 
ities, did not become king of that dis- 
trict until A.D, 37, 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 9:1.—“Breathing out threatenings 
and slaughter against the disciples of the 


baptized. 


Lord.” This attitude and behavior was 
something for which the Apostle Paul 
could never forgive himself in after 
years, even though he did it ignorantly 
in unbelief (1 Tim. 1:12, 13; 1 Cor. 15: 
9). It was the result of a mistaken zeal 
for Judaism and a detestation of what he 
considered a false and heretical system 
that deserved to be destroyed as ruin- 
ous to the soul and inimical to all true 
religion. 


Verse 2.—“Desired . . . letters to Da- 
mascus to the synagogues.” There was 
what we might call an underground con- 
nection between the Sanhedrin at Jeru- 
salem and synagogues, or Jewish congre- 
gations, all over the world. These lat- 
ter would recognize the authority of the 
chief priests, although legally they had 
no jurisdiction outside of Palestine. 


Verse —‘Suddenly there shined 
round about him a light from heaven.” 
This manifest effulgence was a super- 
natural blaze of glory from the pres- 
ence of God. It blinded Saul for the 
time being to all else (Acts 22:11). 


Verse 4—“Why persecutest thou me?” 
This was, to Saul, a remarkable reve- 
lation. It told him that so intimate is 
the relation of believers in Christ to 
their risen Lord that to touch them 
means to persecute Him. This was, in 
germ, the revelation of that mystery of 
the one body which it was given him to 
unfold later on (Eph. 3:3-6). 


Verse 5.—“I am Jesus whom thou per- 
secutest.” Note the human name of our 
blessed Lord. He bears in Heaven the 
name given to Him when born on earth 
(Matt. 1:21). “It is hard for thee to kick 
against the pricks.” Like a refractory 
ox, Saul had been resisting and fighting 
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Verse 6—“Lord, what wilt thou have 
me to do?” The use of the term “Lord” 
implied immediate and unconditional 
surrender (1 Cor. 12:3). Convinced that 
Jesus was the Christ, the erstwhile per- 
secutor yielded at once to His authority. 


Verse 7.—“The men ... hearing a 
voice, but seeing no man.” In chapter 
22:9 we are told they saw the light, but 
heard not the voice of Him that spake. 
Some have thought they detected a con- 
tradiction here, but this is absurd, as it 
is the same author who relates the two 
accounts. The men with Paul heard 
the sound of the voice, but could not 
make out the message. It was, to them, 
an unintelligible noise as of thunder. 


Verse 8.—“Saul arose from the earth.” 
He had fallen prostrate. Now he arose, 
and, blinded still by the brilliancy of the 
light, allowed himself to be led by the 
hand into Damascus. 


Verse 9.—“Three days without sight.” 
These were days of deep exercise for 
him as he reviewed the past and medi- 
tated on the message of the risen Christ. 
So absorbed was he in the contemplation 
of these stupendous events that he 
“neither did eat nor drink.” The great 
problems he had to face were all-im- 
portant, and physical needs paled into 
insignificance in the light of spiritual 
realities. 


In verses 10 to 12 we learn how the 
Lord appeared to Ananias, an honored 
disciple in the church at Damascus, and 
sent him to Saul. 


Verses 13 and 14—“I have heard... 
how much evil he hath done.” For the 
moment, Ananias was hesitant. The un- 





200 (8) * 


savory reputation of Saul’s cruelty and 
hatred of the new way had preceded 
him. Could it be possible. there was 
some strange mistake, and that the vision 
was not to be trusted? 


Verse 15.—“He is a chosen vessel unto 
me.” The Lord reassured His servant by 
revealing His purpose for the new con- 
vert, In grace he had been laid hold 
of to be a minister and a witness of the 
faith he had once sought to destroy (Gal. 
1:23). He was to be God’s messenger 
to the ends of the earth, evangelizing 
both Jews and Gentiles (Acts 26: 15-18). 


Verse 16.—“How great things he must 
suffer.” He had caused many innocent 
disciples of the Lord Jesus to suffer be- 
cause of their devotion to His name. 
Henceforth his whole life was to be 
marked by unparalleled devotedness to 
the Saviour he had formerly denied. He 
learned to glory in these sufferings as 
an honor bestowed upon him, for which 
in the day of Christ he ‘would be re- 
warded richly (2 Cor. 11:21-30). 


Verse 17.—“Brother Saul .. . be filled 
with the Holy Ghost.” When assured he 
was divinely directed, Ananias sought 
out ‘the erstwhile persecutor and greeted 
him most affectionately as a brother. 
He declared how the Lord had sent him 
that Saul might receive his sight and be 
prepared for his new service by being 
filled with the Holy Spirit. 


Verse 18—“He received sight... 
arose, and was baptized.” There was in- 
stant obedience to the word of the Lord. 
By Christian baptism he was separated 
outwardly from Judaism, and confessed 
himself henceforth a follower of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


Verse 19a:—“When he had received 
meat, he was strengthened.” He had 
yet much to learn, ‘but his mind was 
now at ease and he was in a condition 
to satisfy his hunger after the three days 
of fasting from both food and drink. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Every conversion is a miracle. It is 
God who produces this inward change 
through the transforming power of the 
Holy Spirit, who effects it by the Word 
of Truth. But all conversions are not 
accompanied by outward signs. To most, 
“the kingdom of God cometh not with 
observation” (Luke 17:20). However, 
Paul’s conversion is definitely typical, in- 
volving a sense of sin, and a recognition 
of Christ Jesus as the only Saviour. When 
the soul is committed to Him, one is 
saved. This calls for recognition of His 
authority over the life, and a readiness 
to be directed by Him as the risen Lord. 
From the moment Saul’s heart was won 
for that Jesus whose followers he had 
persecuted and whom he had looked 
upon as an imposter, his one great yearn- 
ing desire was to know Him better and 
to glorify Him in all things. This should 
be characteristic of those who have 
yielded their hearts to Him. 


Last Week’s Lesson 


13, March 26.—The Sacredness of Life 
- Genesis 1: 


14:19-21; 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20 


Next Week’s Lesson 
2. April 9.—Christ’s Victory Over Death 
(Easter Lesson). 
Mark 16:1-8; 1 Corinthians 15 
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A Lesson Outline 

How Saut Becanzz PAu. 
Rebellion (Acts 9:1, 2) 
Revelation (vs. 3, 4) 
Recognition (v. 5) 
Resignation (v. 6) 
Repentance (v. 9) 
Regeneration (v. 11) 
Realization (vs. 17-19) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Sovereignty of God in Salvation. 
This comes out vividly in the story we 
are considering. It is certain that Saul 
was not seeking after Christ, but Christ 
was seeking him, and after an undefined 


period, in which the persecutor’s con- , 


science had been exercised by the 
“goads,” He suddenly manifested Him- 
self, though not in such a way as to 
compel Saul to become a Christian 
against his will. But He brought such 
pressure to bear upon that will that 
there was an immediate surrender, and 
Saul took the place of a repentant, sub- 
missive believer, seeking for further 
light upon the path he was to tread. He 
might have done despite to the Spirit 
of grace as others did (Heb. 10:29), and 
resisted the Holy Ghost, as did the op- 
ponents of Stephen (Acts 7:51), but in- 
stead he bowed in brokenness of spirit 
before Jesus and confessed Him as Lord. 


The Beginning of a New Era. The 
conversion of Saul gave Christian mis- 
sions a new start. Up to this time all 
testimony had been confined by the fol- 
lowers of the Saviour, to the Jews and 
Samaritans. There had been a strange 
unreadiness to carry out the Lord’s com- 
mand to preach the Gospel to every 
creature. So He laid hold of this “chosen 
vessel” and after a period of prepara- 
tion started him out in the great work 
of evangelizing the nations, 


Applications and Summaries 

It is possible to be honestly wrong and 
conscientiously opposed to the truth. 
(See Acts 26:9.) 


Conscience in itself is not always a 
safe guide. It needs instruction from 
the Word of God. Even in his uncon- 
verted days Saul lived in all good con- 
science (Acts 23:1). 

Unbelieving scholars have tried to 
make light. of Luke’s (and Paul’s) story 
of the latter’s conversion, attributing it 
all to the effects of a sunstroke. It was 
really a Son-stroke ! 


Others have declared Sav! was sub- 
ject to fits of epilepsy. Spurgeon well 
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exclaimed, when he heard this, “O 
blessed epilepsy, to so change a sinner 
into a saint!” 


The risen Lord chooses His own serv- 
ants, and commissions them for the work 
He would have them do, Have we sought 
His face and inquired like Saul, “Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do?” 


CHICAGO. 
ve 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


HAT kind of man was Saul before the 
Lord stopped him on the road to Da- 
mascus? 


_2. Was Saul an honest man when he was 
@ persecutor of the Church of God? 

3. Is it possible to be conscientiously 
wrong? 


4. Why did God choose Saul, a man who 
Was persecuting the Christians, to be the 
greatest apostle? 

5. Is a spectacular experience necessary 
for a real conversion? 

6. What was the evidence of Saul’s re- 
pentance? 

7. What was God’s chosen service for 
Saul? 


8. Can a person be an ardent church 
worker, and yet be unsaved? 


(Answers on page 204) 
we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leafiets a list of the lessons for the 
ear and 

artpotions are accepted may be had from 
the Times for 10 unis. $1 is paid for each 
illustration aecepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three months 
in advance of the lesson, and 
slip m earlier d 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the i Dapershoriag yy CF be 
Emit ti the submitted on each lesson to 

met our illustrations. 

Others Will See a Difference.—If any 
man be in: Christ, he is a new creature 
(Golden Text, 2 Cor. 5:17). The other 
night while preaching in Soul’s Harbor, 
Columbus, Ohio, I noticed a lady—a 
nurse—under deep conviction of sin. 
She sat there night after night the pic- 
ture of dejection and _ soul-distress. 
Finally one night she yielded to Christ 
and at once the burden fell from her 
heart. As she left the tabernacle she 
Was not only a new creation but she 
looked it. On the way home that night 
she stopped at a store to do some shop- 
ping and the woman in the store said, 
“Why, you look as if someone had just 
lighted a candle inside you.” . “That’s 
right,” said the converted nurse. “What 
I mean,” said the other, “ig that you 
look as if you had just fallen in love.” 
“IT have,” replied the nurse. When we 
are really saved the world will see a 
difference.—From John Linton in Chris- 
tian Digest. Sent ty Mrs. Robert Vin- 
ing, Piedmont, W. Va. Prize illustration. 


Light on a Life Raft—And suddenly 
there shined round about him a light 
from heaven (Acts 9:3b). Jack Crow 





of the United States Navy has a remark- 
able testimony. “My ship was torpedoed. 
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Four other men and myself were on a 
small life raft for over thirty-two hours. 
I had my white Testament. I had hardly 
read from it, but sure did read it on the 
raft, knowing I was unsaved and would 
be a lost sinner if death should over- 
take me. Three of the men made fun 
of me, but the other man said, ‘Buddy, 
tead out loud so I can hear.’ Nightfall 
came, and one by one the three men 
who scoffed slipped from the life raft, 
out into a dark eternity, lost. We two 
prayed that if God would spare our lives, 
we would live for the Lord Jesus Christ. 
After what seemed an eternity, a light 
came out of the darkness, a great dis- 
tance off. The light came closer. It 
rested upon us. I did not think of it as 
a searchlight from a United States de- 
stroyer, but as the Light of Jesus Christ 
shining upon a sinner. Then and there 
Jesus. Christ came into my heart. I 
know my sins are forgiven. Ever since 
that hour I have been living for Him, 
and telling others about this wonderful 
Saviour.”"—From Home Evangel. Sent 
by Mrs. Robert Vining, Piedmont, W. Va. 


To Make Us Look Up.—And he said, 
Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, 
I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it 
is hard for thee to kick against the pricks 
(Acts 9:5). A man who was imprisoned 
in a tower was trying to attract the at- 
tention of passers-by in order -to get a 
message to a friend. He had a number 
of coins in the tower with him. He 
dropped one. A man came by and noticed 
the coin, picked it up, and rushed on 
without looking up. The prisoner tried 
again. This time he dropped a gold 
piece. A passer-by snatched it up 
quickly and hurried on without looking 
up. The man in the tower recognized 
that this procedure was bringing no re- 
sults. He found a stone and dropped it 
on the next man who passed. The stone 
struck the man and wounded him, and 
he immediately looked up to see who 
had thrown ‘it, and so the man in the 
tower got his message through. God 
drops His blessings upon us continually; 
His love falls in showers as He gives us 
constant attention. These blessings come 
in material, temporal, and spiritual 
benefits; but we snatch them up, and 
rush on without giving attention to the 
Source of these blessings. Then God may 
allow troubles to drop into our experi- 
ence. These troubles may come in the 
form of disappointments, tragedies, or 
physical pain. In the hour of pain men 
look to God and ask why. It is in a 
time of tribulation that God brings com- 
fort with spiritual and physical healing. 
Thus His love is manifested in the hour 
of darkness.—From Signs of the Times. 
Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


St. Augustine’s Prayer—Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do? (Acts 9:6.) 
We must reach the attitude of St. Au- 
gustine when he cried, “O Lord, grant 
that I may do Thy will as if it were my 


will, so that Thou mayest do my will 
as if it were Thy will."—From “The 
Kneeling Christian,” by An Unknown 
Christian. Sent by Hazel Thomson, Firth- 
cliffe, N. Y. 


Unbelief and Blindness.—He was three 
days without sight (Acts 9:9). On Glas- 
gow Green in Scotland, after an open- 
air meeting, a man stood up after hear- 
ing the Gospel message and _ said, 
“Friends, I don’t believe what this man 
has been talking about. I don’t believe 
in hell; I don’t believe in judgment; I 
don’t believe in God, for I never saw 
one of them.” Another member of the 
crowd then stood forth and said, 
“Friends, you say there is a river run- 
ning not far from this place, the River 
Clyde. There is no such thing; it is un- 
true. You tell me there are trees and 
grass growing around near where I 
stand. There are no such things. You 
say there are people standing here, but 
it cannot be true. I never saw one of 
these, for I was born blind. No one 
but a blind man can talk as‘I have.” 
Then turning to the unbeliever he said, 
“The more you talk, the more you ex- 
pose your ignorance, because you are 
spiritually blind, and cannot see.”—From 
the Christian Digest. Sent by Hazel 
Thomson, Firthcliffe, N. Y. 


More Than Physical Sight.—That thou 
mightest receive thy sight, and be filled 
with the Holy Ghost (Acts 9:17). I 
have an ophthalmologist in my congre- 
gation who performs “miracle opera- 
tions.” He can take the cornea of the 
eye of one man and transplant it upon 
the eye of a man born blind. When 
the bandages are removed the patient 
sees for the first time in his life. Such 
was the spiritual experience of the 
Apostle Paul. On the Damascus road, 
the Great Surgeon performed a miracle. 
When the bandages were removed Paul 
was no longer spiritually blind. He was 
looking at the world through the eyes 
of another—the eyes of Christ. He 
then saw the need of men for the same 
miracle that he had experienced. Hence- 
forth his life was completely dedicated 
to preaching to all men everywhere that 
they must repent and turn to God, and 
live lives consistent with such repent- 
ance.—From “The Garden of Prayer.” 
Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Tingley, Iowa. 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Sauls and Pauls Still Live —What 
wilt thou have me to do? (Acts 9:6.) 
When the “old man” becomes a “new 
man” by the grace of the Lord Jesus, 
this is the first question that he is likely 
to ask. The asking of the question is 
just a way of saying, “I am at thy serv- 
ice, Lord.” Or, as I like to put it, “Thou 
art worthy, O Lord, and I am for thy 


good pleasure.” 
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When you say to the girl you love, 
“Sweetheart, what can I do for you?” 
Sweetheart knows you are offering to 
do anything she wishes, to the extent 
of your ability. 

And in the matter of Saul, the Lord 
had plenty for him to do, and he went 
right ahead and did it without once 
drawing back. Just turn to 2 Corin- 
thians 11:23-27. When you read this you 
will know the sort of apostle Dr. Saul 
de Tarsus turned out to be. 

Here’s a modern Dr. Saul for you: 
Captain Martin Niemoeller, in the first 
world war, had charge of the sub- 
marines. As its captain he did many an 
English sailor to death by blowing up 
the ship and drowning him if the ex- 
plosion did not kill him. 

After the war Captain Niemoeller be- 
came Pastor Niemoeller, and was (and 
is, if he is still living) one of those in 
Germany who had real religion of the 
Pauline sort. 

Dr. Niemoeller’s opposition to the god- 
less Nazi government resulted in his ar- 
rest. For months he has been in soli- 
tary confinement in one of the Hitler 
concentration camps. Here he suffers all 
the miseries of these horrible places, 
He would be released at once with great 
fanfare and Nazi glorification if he would 
consent to stop preaching against the 
cruel and godless German rulers. It is 
a long call from a leading Jewish rabbi 
to a Christian apostle on a city dump, 
and it is just as long a call from the cap- 
tain of a ship to daily misery of a con- 
centration camp. 

The Sauls and Pauls are not all dead. 


The “Teakettle.”—For he is a chosen 
vessel unto me (v. 15). In the old days, 
when Coatesville was a village, running 
water in homes was a thing unknown. 
The town pump was the water supply 
for houses which did not have a well of 
their own or a springhouse. On the back 
of the stove always gat a black cast iron 
teakettle. When it was in action the lid 
would dance and the crooked spout 
would send out scalding steam. 

Now Mother never chose the danger- 
ous teakettle when she wanted to make 
ice cream! Saul, boiling with hate and 
breathing out scorching destruction for 
the Christians, was like Mother’s old 
black teakettle. But wonder of wonders, 
God chose the teakettle as the “vessel” 
with which to make “ice cream” ! ’ 

All down the Christian centuries God 
has been choosing “vessels” which 
neither you nor I would even consider. 
God has the magic touch of changing 
boiling teakettles into ice cream freezers. 
Something as striking as the sleight-of- 
hand man, right before your eyes, chang- 
ing a bowl of goldfish into a bunch of 
flowers. 

In London the daughter of an English 
clergyman stood at the rectory window 
and jeered at a lot of Salvation Army 
“soldiers.” Later she married the Sal- 
vation Army in Mr. Ballington Booth, 
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and became the famous Maude Balling- 
ton Booth, whose charming personality 
so captured New York City that they 
built a skyscraper for the army. 

There was a millworker here in 
CoatesvH#le who on paydays would get 
drunk and proceed to “paint the town 
red.” Yet the Lord chose the old “tea- 
kettle,” and until his death he was one 
of the outstanding Christian influences 
of the town. He is the old fellow I tell 
about who when away from Coatesville 
‘used to write me. In one of his letters 
he wrote, “Excoose mi spelin, it’s a poor 
speler what kant spel a wourd moren 
one way.” I often think of him when 
I am doubtful of my spelling. We gave 
this mar, in his later life, a room in the 
Y.M.C.A, dormitories free of charge, just 
to have him sit around with the younger 
men and be a good influence,—and 
quote poetry ! 


Trained Men.—Then was Saul certain 
days with the disciples (v. 19). Dr. Saul 
de Tarsus, an alumnus of the University 
of Tarsus, with a postgraduate course 
with Gamaliel, the greatest of Hebrew 
scholars, was probably the greatest mind 
of that age. 

Tarsus was the Boston of that day, 
and its college the Harvard. What other 
writing has lasted 1,900 years and made 
its impression on all other literatures? 

And yet, before Saul had to go to 
preaching he had to spend “certain days 
with the disciples.” 

Chalky Jones, who was converted one 
week, went to preaching the next week, 
and turned out to be so much of a fail- 
ure that he lost heart and went back to 
his old wild life. And Chalky is only 
one of many who meant all right, but 
lacked the “certain days” training. 

Billy Sunday, Mel Trotter, and these 
others spent the “certain days” which 
equipped and trained them for their 
ministry. 

In most of the denominations after the 
four years in collegé some three years 
are required to be spent with the dis- 
ciples before being ordained to the min- 
istry. There are exceptional cases like 
Y.M.C.A. secretaries or laymen who have 
carried on a religious work. Billy Sun- 
day in his Y.M.C.A. activities and Mel 
Trotter in his rescue mission work. 
These men were not ordained into the 
ministry, but were in due course made 
doctors of divinity, 

It will be found that in nearly all lines 
of activity success has been at the price 
of “certain days with the disciples.” In 
other words, the price of success in any 
line, feligious or secular, depends upon 
training. The constant cry is, “We want 
trained men.” So does God. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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A prepared class is not only easier to 
teach, but really gets more from your 
teaching. Why not have your class pre- 
pared by regular use of CHRISTIAN YOUTH 
lesson material? 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


HIS quarter let each child make a 

scrapbook good enough to pass on 
to some other child who does not go to 
Sunday school. Each week print the 
memory verse, and have a picture of 
something in the lesson on each page. 
A small colored lesson card would be 
very good for this. 


We are going to consider some of the 
teacher’s problems this quarter, and try 
to give some helpful suggestions for their 
solution. 

TEACHER’S PROBLEM 


“T am almost distracted because I can- 
not keep the children quiet. They are 
so disorderly; they talk and laugh and 
get up and run around.” 


Many times the cause of disorder is 
trying to keep the children still for too 
long a stretch. Children are wigglers. 
That’s the way they grow. So the 
teacher must provide variety. 


Study the public school methods. Use 
a motion song or a chorus to liven them 
up, and then let them sit down again. 
Make your talks short and to the point. 
Don’t spend time on scenery or long 
descriptions. Primary children cannot 
concentrate for long, so don’t expect it. 
A quiet and reverent, but brief, wor- 
ship service in opening will generally 
quiet the children, and set the pace for 
the day. Have your program planned, 
and be on the watch for wandering at- 
tention, and catch it immediately by do- 
ing something different. Be on the job 
at least five minutes before opening 
time, and have everything under control 
at the start. If you are one minute late, 
your class will be out of hand when you 
arrive, and they will stay three jumps 
ahead of you all through that day’s ses- 
sion. 

Topay’s LESSON 

1. Persons in today’s lesson. 

Saul of Tarsus, men who journeyed 


with him, the Voice from Heaven, 
Ananias. 


2. Story of the lesson. 

Give the children the setting of the 
lesson. . If you have a flannel board, put 
a picture of a road running down 
through the hills to Damascus. Along 
that road hurried a group of men, rush- 
ing to Damascus with letters from the 
high priest at Jerusalem, telling them 
to arrest anybody they found,—-man or 
woman,—who believed in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and bring them to Jeru- 
salem. As they went, suddenly a lighi 
shone around Saul, a light from Heaven 
so bright that it dimmed the midday 
Syrian sun. Saul fell to the ground, and 
then he heard a Voice. The men heard 
the Voice, but saw no man. We know 
the Voice was that of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, but Saul didn’t know that. He 
knew the Voice was from Heayen, but 
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it might have been an angel, so he 
asked, “Who art thou, Lord?” 

It must have been pretty awful for 
Saul when the Voice answered, “I am 
Jesus whom thou persecutest.” Why, he 
had been persecuting the ones who be- 
Tieved in the Lord Jesus wherever he 
could find them, and even now was on 
the road to make more of them suffer. 

But right there Saul stopped and 
turned around, in his heart. He asked, 
“Lord, what wilt thou have me to*do?” 
and when the Voice told him, he arose, 
and started to go, and—he was blind! 
So the men had to lead him into Da- 
mascus, and there he was blind until 
Ananias, a Christian whom God sent to 
him, came and touched his eyes, and he 
could see. 

Saul arose and was baptized, and he 
began to tell others that Jesus Christ 
is the Son of God. He had been con- 
verted, turned around. From hating Jesus, 
he turned to loving Him. From hating 
Christians, he had turned to loving them. 
From persecuting them, he had turned 
to be one of them, to be persecuted more 
than any of them. 

This is a wonderful picture of what 
believing on the Lord Jesus does for 
even boys and girls; it changes their 
hearts so they do not want to fight 
against God any more, but they love 
to serve Him. 

Mopesto, Cauir. 

ve 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—We look to 
Thee, our Father, for the life in Christ that 
makes us free and glad. We commit our- 
selves to Him this day, with the assurance 
that in Him we become new creatures, fitted 
for service for Thee in whatever way may 
be set before us by Thy selective grace. Many 
of us here are just on the threshold of the 
life into which Thou art leading us, and we 
pray for that ready acceptence of Thy will 
which sets us free for Thy service. We rest 
in Thee for clear guidance in every time of 
crisis, and we pray that even though we may 
be very blind, we may receive by Thy mir- 
acle touch the vision that opens up new life 
for us. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


. After the Lesson—A young girl from 
the country, who had left her home and 
had mingled with entirely unworthy 
companions in the great city, was wel- 
comed into her home neighborhood once 
more and rescued from the life into 
which she had been led. One of the 
young men in her home town, who be- 


lieved that she had been thoroughly con- . 


verted to the Christian life, expressed 
his hope to.a friend that he himself 
might marry her. “What!” his friend 
exclaimed—“Marry that girl? You 
know the life into which she went in 
the city, don’t you?” “Oh,” said the 
young man, “that is the girl we used to 
know. Life is all new for her now. It 
is the new girl that I would like to 
marry, if she will take me!” So the 


man, whose name had been Saul, was 
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now changed to the new man under the 
new name, Paul. His old friends of the 
days of violent attacks on the Christians 
saw that things were different now. He 
was once called Saul and he became 
Paul, the little man—not great in his 
own sight, but a new man in Christ 
Jesus, ready for the Lord’s will and seek- 
ing the way in which his Lord would 
lead him. It is a great thing for us at 
the beginning of this quarter’s study to 
start with a man who became so little 
in God’s sight that God could lead him 
along the way that he should go, and 
could answer that man’s humble ques- 
tion, “What wilt thou have me to do?” 
Are you asking that question about your- 
self today as the first step in a life for 
you of newness in Christ? Might we 
sing together a verse of the hymn, 
“Where He Leads Me I Will Follow.” 
The pastor will close our session with 
prayer. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


Wuat Dm Curist MEAN TO PAUL? 
(Outline for the Quarter) 
PAavuL BELIEVED 


1. That Jesus was the Christ (Acts 16: 
31). 

2. That Christ was now alive (Gal. 2: 
20). 

3. That Christ was the Son of God with 
power (Rom. 1:16). 


Pau. 

4. Obeyed Christ’s leadirigs (Acts 1:8; 
26: 19). 

5. Captured new regions for Christ 
(Acts 16:9, 10). 

6. Gave up old ways for Christ (2 Cor. 
§:17). 

7. Lifted up the Christ of Calvary (Acts 
17:3). 

8. Showed that Christ requires love 
(Rom. 13:10). 

9. Looked forward to eternity with 
Christ (2 Cor. 4:18). : 

10. Used his talents for Christ (Eph. 4: 


4). aad 

11. Practiced Christlike forgiveness 
'(Philem. 18). 

12. Was a good soldier for Christ (2 Tim. 
4:7). 


13. Sought the purpose of Christ for his 
conduct (Eph. 1:11, 12). 


* . + 


FEW days ago little neighbor Ed- 
ward said that he did not know who 
God was, so, although he had heard the 
story of salvation before, we told it to 
him again by means of the Wordless 
Book. “I wish I had one of those books,” 
he said wistfully when the story was 
finished. “I would show it to Keith. He 
does not believe that the Lord Jesus died 
for him.” 
“Have you been talking about these 
things?” I was rather surprised. 


. 


“Yes, but I never knew what they 
meant before.” (We helped Edward 
make a Wordless Book of colored paper 
so that he could have it to use with his 
friends.) 

What makes a person change his or 
her mind about the Saviour? What made 
Paul change his views? He knew the 
reality of Jesus of Nazareth, but did not 
believe that Jesus had died for him, and 
was still alive as the disciples declared. 
He was convinced that his own racial 
and family background, his education, 
activity for the church, and zeal about 
keeping the letter of the Jewish law 
would make him pleasing to God. He 
did not intentionally do things the 
wrong way. Religious matters were the 
major interest of his life. He was well 
acquainted with Old Testament Scrip- 
ture, but like Edward, Paul never knew, 
until his experience on the Damascus 
road, just what God’s Word really meant. 

Paul’s changed attitude toavard his own 
fitness for the Kingdom of God: Al- 
though Paul had a splendid background, 
humanly speaking, all of his righteous- 
ness would not have admitted him into 
the Kingdom of God’s dear Son (Col. 1: 
13, 14; 2 Cor. 11:16 to 12:11; Eph. 2:8, 9; 
Phil. 3:4-14; Rom. 2:17-29). 

Paul’s changed attitude toward Jesus 
Christ: Whereas, before, Paul had not 
believed that Jesus was the Christ, the 
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Son of God, now he was sure from a 
personal, inner experience, that “the 
Spirit of life’ in a risen Saviour, had 
made him “free from the law of sin and 
death” (Rom. 8:1-4; 1 Tim. 1:15; 2 Tim. 
1:12; 1 Cor. 2:2; 15:1-9). 

Paul’s changed attitude toward people 
who differed from him: From a consum- 
ing hatred toward those who acknowl- 
edged Christ, Paul’s feelings changed to 
a sense of oneness and brotherly love; 
and from an allegiance to others who 
were persecuting Christians he changed 
to a zealousness to win them for the .. 
Lord (Rom, 10:1-4; Acts 26:28, 29; Phil. 

1: 12-14). 

Do you believe that, while without 
Christ you are unfit for God’s presence, 
yet the Lord Jesus did die in your place, 
and your sins are forgiven? (1 Cor. 2: 
7-12; 1 Tim. 3:16.) Do you know that 
you owe it to others to tell of the Sav- 
iour just as Edward wanted to spread 
the joy of salvation to his pal Keith? 

ALPAuGH, CALIF. 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments; for the writers of 
lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers. 
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- s . 
This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 200) 

1. A religious zealot, a Pharisee of the 
strictest sect, first seen consenting to the 
death of Stephen, then hunting men and 
women out of their homes, and persecuting 
them to the death, because they were fol- 
lowers of Jesus Christ. 


2. He honestly believed that h< was doing 
God service in trying to stop the spreading 
of Christianity among the Jews. 


3. Yes, if the conscience is uninstructed 
by the Word of God. 


4. God exercised His sovereign will. His 
ways are always right, as we can oft=<n see 
when looking back upon His acts. 


5. No. Some people who sincerely believe 
that Christ-is their Saviour and Lord can- 
not point to any particular occasion when 
they first became aware of this faith. 


6. The fact that he recognized he had 
been wrong and was praying for divine 
filumination. 

7. Saul became a “minister and a witness” 
to bring Gentiles to Jesus Christ (Acts 26: 
15-20). 

8. Many persons who are very active in 
some phases of church work unfortunately 
are not born-again Christians eager to win 
others to the Lord. 


Me 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


N to follow Paul’s career this 
quarter on some map. A large-sized 
general outline of the area, sketched on 
wrapping paper to be laid flat on a table, 
will suffice. The numerous islands, ex- 
cept Cyprus, Crete, Malta, and Sicily, 
may be disregarded. The seas may be 
lightly colored blue. Names of cities 
and localities may bé added as the study 
progresses. A small cutout figure to rep- 
resent Paul, fixed so it will stand up- 
right, can be moved from place to place. 
Many, many years ago a baby boy was 
born in‘a.Jewish family living in Tarsus 
(locate on the map). As little Saul grew 
older, he learned to make tents, which 
were all sewed by hand in his day. He 
had to go to school, too, and there he 
memorized much of the Old Testament 
and. learned Hebrew history. He was 
such a bright boy that when he was old 
enough he went to college in Jerusalem. 
His parents had brought him up very 
strictly, and insisted that he keep all 
the rules of his religion. When he got 
away from home, he kept on living the 
way he had been taught. He loved God 
and tried to keep His commandments. 
But he did not understand the Chris- 
tians and thought they were wicked 
people. 

One day a fine young man named 
Stephen was stoned to death because 
he kept telling others about the Lord 
Jesus. Saul was glad of it. He helped 
by taking care of the coats of the men 
who did the actual stoning. There was 
something about Stephen, though, that 
made Saul wonder: Why was it Stephen 
did not seem to mind being killed? Did 
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he really see Jesus in Heaven? How 
could he ask God to forgive the ones 
who were killing him? However, Saul 
tried to forget all this, and became more 
and more fierce as he went around from 
house to house, hunting up Christian 
men and women, putting them in prison, 
having them beaten in the synagogues, 
and voting to kill them. Finally, all the 
Christians except the apostles had left 
Jerusalem; refugees in other towns. But 
Saul was all the more bloodthirsty. He 
wanted to kill off all the Christians in 
the world. So he got permission to go 
to Damascus (use the map) to round up 
the Christians there and bring them back 
to Jerusalem. 

Saul’s plan did not work. He met the 
Lord Jesus before he got to Damascus, 
and that changed his life. Hear the story 
as he afterward told it. (Read to the 
class Acts 22:6-16.) Saul was baptized, 
and then began to tell others that Jesus 
Christ really was the Son of God and 
the Saviour from sin. He had an ex- 
citing life as a messenger of God to 
many people and places. We shall have 
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more stories about him in his new life 
under the namé of Paul. 

When he looked back and thought of 
the things he had said against the Lord 
Jesus and of the Christians he had pun- 
ished and killed, he saw himself as the 
greatest of (find what in 1 Tim- 
othy. 1:15). But after he knew the Lord, 
and his sins were forgiven, he praised 
Him and spoke for Him. He risked his 
own life in loving service to God and 
his fellow Christians. If we were to 
ask him, “Paul, what made such a 
change in your life?” he would prob- 
ably answer, “Look in Galatians 2:20 
and. 2 Corinthians 5:17.” Possibly he 
might continue, “Can people tell by the 
way you behave, by the way you talk, 
that you have that new life?” (Discuss 
and have pupils list the traits of the old 
life and of the ae creature.) 

BucxksportT, MAINE. 





Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, one of the most dramatic 

scenes ever enacted is described in 
our lesson today—the conversion (or 
turning about) of Saul of Tarsus. Here 
was a keenly intellectual man, a cul- 
tured man, a high official in the coun- 
cils of the Pharisees, going headlong in 
a murderous campaign against the fol- 
lowers of Jesus Christ, brought to a full 
stop. Then with startling suddenness 
he was transformed into a “flaming 
evangel” for the One whose work he 
had sought to destroy, whose followers 
he had haled to prison and even put to 
death. It is the Bible’s outstanding ex- 
ample of the power of Jesus Christ in- 
stantly and completely to put a bad life 
into reverse and to make it useful and 
glorious in His service. The Lord has 
that same power today and will use it 
in answer to the prayer of faith — either 
for yourself or for some other whom you 
want saved. 

Look in the 22nd ehapter of Acts, 
where Paul gives account of his wonder- 
ful conversion, and put your finger on 
five words in the 14th and 15th verses: 
Chosen (thee) — know — see — hear — 
witness. They are in the statement of 
Ananias to Saul; but I believe they can 
be seriously taken as for you and for 
me. The God of our fathers hath chosen 
you, not for exactly the same mission 
as Paul’s, but for a “special” mission, 
designed just for you! To know His 
will. He wants to reveal it to you if 
you are willing to listen—if you are 
yielded. To see that Just One. Yes, 
actually to see Him, not with the physi- 
cal eye, but with the spiritual eye which 
is far more true—Spirit guided. To 
hear the voice of His mouth, not with 


the physical ear, but with a spiritual ear , 


which God has provided for just this 

purpose. Remember, James and John 

and Peter,: and all the other disciples 
. 


_ His saving and keeping power. 
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saw and heard and walked with the Lord 
Jesus Christ physically, but they never 
truly saw and heard and walked with 
Him until the day of Pentecost, fifty 
days after His ascension to the Father, 
when. their spiritual eyesight and hear- 
ing was given to them. To witness to 
Then 
they began to witness, and thousands 
were immediately brought to Christ. 

Now apply the five words very per- 
sonally to yourself! 

Avon PARK, FLA. 


we 


Charity, which requires you always to 
hope the best the case will admit, and 
to put the best construction upon any 
ambiguous conduct.—Charles G. Finney. 
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Christ, the Apostles, and Wine 
(Continued from page 196) 


vigilant.” A better translation is, “Re- 
frain from wine and be watchful” (nep- 
sate kai gregoresate, as in 1 Thess. 5:4) 
“because your adversary the devil goeth 
about seeking whom he .may drink 
down” (katapie, not katesthie, “devour”). 
The figure is not grinding and crunch- 
ing prey, but passing down the devil’s 
gullet in a liquid flood. “It is as much 


~as to say, narcotics will make you 


drowsy. Therefore swallow them not, 
lest the Evil One swallow you” (Lees). 

The old translators and commentators, 
and for that matter many modern ones, 
were under the spell of the alcohol 
superstition. They avoided in all these 
passages giving the true translation. 
They did so seeking to defend their cher- 
ished virtue of “moderation” in the use 
of what is really a dangerous poison. 


But the basis for this false oinophile. 


exegesis has been destroyed for all time 
by physiological experimentation. Not 
one kindly word can now be spoken for 
alcoholic wine. It is, in ratio to its alco- 
hol content, wholly evil and pernicious. 

Alcohol has no food value since it can- 
not build or replace tissue. 

It has no fuel value since its calories 
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do not raise body heat. On the contrary 
alcohol reduces body heat. 

It has no work value since it cannot 
be utilized for muscular work. The re- 
cent experiments of Schaeffer and Le 
Breton of the University of Strassburg 
are decisive on this point. 

Far from aiding work, it reduces re- 
action time in every direction, as num- 
berless experiments of most varied types 
have proved. 

It has no medicinal value. Here it has 
been scoffed out of court by modern 
medicine. 

It is coefficient in all sorts of sicknesses 
and is the sole and direct cause in many 
diseases, especially mental. 

It shortens life as a great mass of 
actuarial evidence shows. 

When the new knowledge about alco- 
hol becomes general knowledge, the 
question will be asked, How could He, 
in whom were all the treasures of wis- 
dom, not have known these things? How 
could He have brought Himself to make 
and use alcoholic wine? He must have 
been merely “a child of his time”! It 
is to this theological impasse that the 
misuse of the story of Cana in Galilee 
leads. 

we 


The Secret of His Presence 


(Continued from second page) 


lished by International Child Evange- 
lism Fellowship, Chicago, are unexcelled. 

Every home should see that such aids 
as these are available and that each 
member of the family is encouraged in 
their use to form the habit of looking up 
in the morning, and so beginning each 
day with God. 

Meet Him in the morning each recurring 


day, 
Let His radiant sunshine flood your misty 


way, 
Let Him stand between you and the 
tempter’s wile, 
Meet Him in the morning, talk with Him 
awhile. 
—Robert Harkness. 
That is the secret of His presence 
through each succeeding hour. Then 
make the Psalmist’s purpose your own. 
“In the morning will I. . . look up.” 


Children at Home 


Wolf Boy 
By Esther Miller Payler 


Can drew the rags he wore tighter 
around him and curled into the 
doorway, trying to sleep. Soon he was 
dreaming, and in his dreams he was no 
longer the wolf boy, homeless on the 
city streets, but he was back on the 
poultry’ boat, riding. up and down the 
muddy Yangtze River. He dreamed he 
was a little boy again, hearing the honk- 
ing of the geese. He was helping feed 
the goslings on rice water, then boiled 
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rice, and then he was herding them off 
and on the boats and helping his father 
pole up and down the shallow creeks. 
When they came to a low, swampy place 
Chang’d open the fence on one side of 
the coop on the boat, and out would 
tumble the goslings to run and feed on 
snails and worms in the mud. He 
thought he was making the funny noise 
with his mouth which made the geese 
come when the boat was ready to move 
on. “What noise, pushing, and, shoving! 
The last bird aboard always” got a hit 
with a stick !” 

When the geese were full grown and 
fat, Chang’s father would row up and 
down the river to the cities, selling all 
the geese. Then they’d start over and 
hatch more goose eggs. “What a life, 


- and what fun!” thought Chang, and he 


awoke to find himself cramped, hungry, 
and cold, a wolf boy, whose parents 
were dead and whom no one claimed. 
“Stealing, snatching, and grabbing’for a 
few pitiful rags and half enough to eat,” 
he thought. Then he pricked up his 
ears. “I do hear geese, and they’re not 
a dream !” 

Staying in the shadows, he followed 
the sound. He saw a coop, right inside 
the walls. He couldn’t see inside, but 
from the sound he knew there were 
several geese. “I'll get them, and how 
good they’ll taste!” His mouth watered 
at the remembrance of the taste of roast 
duck. “Um-m, how good,” he kept re- 
peating as he ‘climbed up the wall. 

Chaffg was halfway up the wall: and 
clinging to the top when he thought he 
heard footsteps. Quickly he dropped on 
the inside of the wall, scratching his 
arm on the rough stone. “Ouch,” he 
said half aloud. 

Another minute he was fumbling with 
the wicker fastening of the coop. “Got 
one,” he muttered, as he grabbed at a 
long neck and held it so no sound could 
come, but the other geese set up a 
racket before he could grab them. 

“Stealing my geese!” thundered a 
voice, and Chang felt himself held in 
an iron grip. “Off to the magistrate 
you'll go!” 

Chang could not twist around to see 
the owner of the voice, but he felt him- 
self hustled along the narrow street, just 
as dawn came gray in the east. At a 
cross street, Chang and the man, push- 
ing him along, ran into a white man, 
hurrying in the opposite direction. 

“What’s wrong?” asked the white man, 

“This boy steal my geese. I’m taking 
to magistrate,” muttered the man, who 
was holding Chang; and his grip tight- 
ened. 

“Tl pay for the geese if you let me 
have the boy,” smiled the white man. 

After much grunting and bargaining, 
the man finally said, “Take him, then,” 
and reached his hand for the money. 

Chang, with the hold released, sprang 
into an alley, but the white man was 
quicker, and held his shoulder with one 


hand and turned his face up toward his 
own. “Not so fast, lad. Come with me.” 


No one had spoken so gently to Chang 
since his father died, so he lowered his 
eyes and said, “I'll come.” 

The man released his hold. 
with me then.” 


Surprised, Chang walked along, but 
every time they passed a dark alley, he 
felt like darting away, instead of going 
on. 


Soon the man rang a bell at a gate in 
a mud wall, on the outskirts of the city. 
Another white man answered the bell 
and let them in. “What is your name?” 
asked the first man. “Are you a ‘wolf 
boy’?” 

“Chang,” answered the boy; “I’m a 
wolf boy since my father died. Before 
that I worked with him on the poultry 
boat.” 


“T’m Mr. Perkins, and this is a mission 


“Walk 
s 
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“t Would Not Take $1,000 


For the One | Have!” 


The reference was to The Sure 
Word of Prophecy, which contains 
the eee oy addresses given at the 
now histori 


and epoch-making First 
New York Co on Prophecy, 
1942. It is the last word on present 


da oral, oven by some of the most 
ved Bible teachers in America 


Rarely does a book sell into the 
thousands, before publication, and yet 
this book did that very thing. From 
a friend who received the book only a 
few days ago came this striking tes- 
timony: 


“I have enjoyed The Sure 
Word of Prophecy very 
much, and I think thatitis by 
long odds the best book to 
send to those who are not yet 
Serene 
in the w subject. 
am therefore enclosing my 
check and I 4m asking you 
to send the book to the two 
friends whose names and ad- 
dresses I am now giving you.” 


Another brother wrote: 


“If I could not get another 
copy of The Sure Word of 
Prophecy, I would not take 
$1,000.00 for the one I have. 
It is one of the most remark- 
able books I have ever read.” 


Here are some of the speakers whose 
addresses appear in the book:— John 
W. Bradbury, W. H. Rogers, William 
Ward Ayer, Lewis S Chafer, 
C. Gordon Brownville, Harry A. Iron- 
side, Albert G. Johnson, Howard W. 
Ferrin, Louis S. Bauman, John F. 
Walvoord, Joseph Hoffman Cohn. 


A veritable encyclopedia on escha- 
tology, in one volume, by men trusted 
and loved the world over. 

Enough said! The price is $2.00 
per copy. Buy for yourself, and then 
give out to your friends; a marvelous 
testimony for these last days. 





Dear Friends: 

Here is $2.00; ph d f The 
Sure Word of Prophecy. I also add a gift of 
— ee as my fellowship with you in your 
world-wide ministry of the Gospel to Israel. 
Name eeeee eeeeeeve eeeeeeeeeeeeeeee . 7 
Street ...... PTS TITITTiTTTiiT Tritt eocee 
City ...... wecccesocccces GRARD. .ccccccss 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS 
TO THE JEWS, INC. 


27 Throop Avenue Brooklyn 6, New York 
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school,” answered the man. “Chang, we 
need someone to help with our poultry. 
You can stay here and go to school.” 

“School?” Chang asked, puzzled. 

“Yes. You will learn to read and 
write and learn about Jesus.” 

Pang il Chang wrinkled his forehead. 

“Yes, the Saviour of the werld. You'll 
learn to love Him.” 

“Chang,” said Mr. Perkins, “this is Lo, 
who has charge of the house where 
you'll live. He'll show you where to 
bathe, get clean clothes, and when the 
bell rings, he’ll bring you to tie eating 
room.” 

Chang followed Lo, because Lo was 
bigger and stronger than he was and 
looked as if he could defend himself. 
However, at first he refused to take off 
his dirty rags and get bathed and put on 
clean clothes. “I was like you are,” said 
Lo at last, “but you will see that all this 
is for your good, and you’ll like it here.” 

“But why should they do it for me?” 
asked Chang fearfyl. “They mean some 
mischief. They'll sell me, or something 
else, for their profit.” 

“No, this is a mission school. You'll 
have a good home here because these 
people, and others across the sea, love 
Jesus and want everyone to know and 
love Him.” 

“I can’t understand that.” Chang shook 
his head, but he bathed and got on clean 
clothes. He did feel better, but would 
not admit it to Lo. Following Lo he 
went into the dining room. He started 
to grab the bread basket, but Lo whis- 
pered, “No, there is plenty.” 

Chang ate the bowl of stew with soy 
beans in a few bites, thinking someone 
would snatch it, but each boy ate his 
own food only. 

Chang did not like school. Instead of 
trying to learn to write, he would sit 
and look at the sky, dreaming of his old 
life on the poultry boat. He was only 
happy when he was around the poultry 
coops; then as he worked, he would talk 
and call to the chickens, ducks, and 
geese. 

When he went to chapel each morning 
and Mr. Perkins and the others talked 
about the Lord Jesus, Chang listened, 
but he did not believe. 
be as good as that!” he would say aloud 
to Lo, and Lo would try to make him 
understand how the Lord Jesus could 
change a person and help him to lead a 
better life, but Chang would only shake 
his head. “Not me,” he said. 

Chang made up his mind he was going 
to take all the poultry that belonged to 
the mission. “How, I don’t know,” he 
thought; “but I'll take it out arid sell it 
and then I can start in the poultry busi- 
ness and I won’t have to go to school 
any more, or listen to Jesus-talk.” 

That morning as Chang was on the 
way to chapel he thought, “Today I shall 
go and take all the poultry.” 

Mr. Perkins stopped Chang in the hall, 
outside chapel. “Chang,” he said, “after 


“No one could * 
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chapel I must go on a little trip to an- 
other school. Here are the keys to the 
poultry yards and the food bins. I'll 
leave them in your charge while I’m 
gone.” He smiled and patted Chang on 
the back. 


“What a chance!” gloated Chang. “I 
didn’t think it would be so easy.” 


In chapel, instead of listening at first, 
Chang was planning what he would do. 
‘Tl’ have the best poultry boat on the 
Yangtze,” ke thought; but just then he 
heard Mr. Perkins’ voice. “I am the 
way, the truth, and the life.” He heard 
Mr. Perkins talking of Christ as if He 
were in that room, in each heart, and 
Chang felt something deep down inside 
him. Suddenly he wanted to hear more. 
When Mr. Perkins asked all who wished 
prayer to raise their hands, .Chang 
wanted to lift his hand, but he did not 
do so, for just then he felt the keys 
warm in his hand, and remembered his 
plan. “Just as it’s getting. dark, that’s 
the best time,” he thought. 

Chang couldn’t wait for the day to 
pass. Finally it was growing dark. He 
worked with the poultry as usual. Then 
he sent all the helpers away saying, 
‘Tll finish, boys.” Then to himself— 
“Now.” 


He called to the poultry, and they all 
flocked around him. He had them all in 
bags now, and not a squawk. “It’s work- 
ing fine,” he thought, but just as he 
tied the last cord, he heard again as if 
Mr. Perkins were at his side, “I am the 
way, the truth, and the life.” 


“If I do this, how can I ever look to 
Jesus?” Chang asked himself. Slowly 
he opened the bags and let the poultry 
out. He put the empty bags back in the 
corner of the feed room. He locked up 
the sheds and went toward the mission 
buildings. Mr. Perkins was coming 
toward him. “I got back sooner than I 
expected,” he said. 

“I must tell you all. I believe in Jesus 
now, too,” Chang burst out, and he 
poured out the whole story. 

Mr. Perkins listened patiently; then he 
said: “My prayers have been answered 
for you, Chang. Stay with us patiently 
and you can someday earn enough so you 
may own a poultry boat.” 

Chang had never been so happy be- 
fore. “I’ve got Jesus now, and I'll get 
my boat, too. If I had stolen, I’d have 
lost both.” ' 


GERMANTOWN, OHIO. 





Orders from the War Production 
Board applying to magazines and 
newspapers require the TIMES to 
publish fewer pages this year than 
last. Therefore there cannot be 
so many contributed articles, 
though the space given to edito- 
rials and lesson articles remains 
approximately the same. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting | 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, April 2 
4. What Is the Kingdom of God? 
(Luke 13:18-21; 17:20, 21) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are used 
by permission. 


soe Kingdom of God as viewed in 
the Scriptures is that realm in which 
all know and are willingly subject to 
the will of God. It includes all heavenly 
beings, the Old Testament saints, the 
Church, and saints of any future dispen- 
sations, and therefore includes the true 
Church. 


The angels and our sinless parents, 
Adam and Eve, were members of the 
Kingdom of God by right of creation. 
However, through sin, our first parents 
lost their citizenship, and all mankind 
since that time have been born as aliens 
(Eph, 2:12) to God’s Kingdom. The only 
way of entrance into the Kingdom for 
fallen man is by the new birth (John 
3:3, 5-7; 1:12, 13). \ 

4 


It is important to avoid confusing the 
Kingdom of God with the Kingdom of 
Heaven often mentioned in the Scrip- 
tures. The Kingdom of Heaven has to 
do with the Messianic earthly rule of 
the Lord Jesus. Its object is to bring 
about the establishment of the Kingdom 
of God on earth, and therefore there are 
many points at which the two Kingdoms 
are in common. However, ultimately, 
the Kingdom of Heaven will merge into 
the Kingdom of God when the Lord 
Jesus, having “put all enemies under his 
feet,” “shall have delivered up the king- 
dom to God, even the Father” (1 Cor. 
15: 24-28). 

we 


Several important facts about the 
Kingdom ‘of God are seen in the Scrip- 
ture portions chosen for our lesson. In 
likening it to the mustard seed it would 
appear that the Lord Jesus was reveal- 
ing to His disciples the remarkable 
growth of the Kingdom, and that there 
would be some who because of personal 
gain or prestige or for other reasons 
would seek shelter within its branches 
and yet not really be a part of it. 


To His enemies, the Pharisees, who 












A new product for the church, Sunday 
school, or home should be serviceable, 
economical, attractively made, and thor- 
oughly dependable. Those who make 
articles embodying these qualities are 
glad te tell about them, Many such 
articles of practical value are listed in 
the Times advertising columns. It will 
pay to read them every week. 

















wanted to know when the Kingdom of 
God should come, the Lord Jesus replied 
that it comes not with “observation,” or 
outward show. On the contrary, the 
growth of the Kingdom is inward and 
spiritual (Rom, 14:17). 

The Lord’s words which follow this 
statement are frequently misquoted and 
misapplied. He told the unbelieving 
Pharisees that the Kingdom of God “is 
within you” (literally, “in the midst”). 
It was in their midst because the King 
and some of His subjects stood before 
them, but it was not in the hearts of 
these men, even in embryo. Nor is it in 
the hearts of any unregenerate men to- 
day, as we are sometimes told, needing 
only to be developed and to grow. The 
heart of man is desperately wicked (Jer. 
17:9). It is in enmity toward God (Rom. 
8:7). The heart is never made over or 
renovated or developed. Nor is any 
“spark of God” in the heart of unregen- 
erate man fanned into a flame. God 
must give us a new heart, which He does 
when we accept the Lord Jesus Christ as 
our Saviour, before the Kingdom of God 
can be within us in the sense of within 
our hearts. 

5-4 


In these days we hear much of those 
within our borders and who are legal 
citizens of our land, and yet who, by 
acts or words, give comfort or encour- 
agement to the enemy. It is a sobering 
thought that there may be such within 
the Kingdom of God,—born-again be- 
lievers seeking in a measure to do God’s 
will, and yet, by yielding partial alle- 
giance to Satan, through some unyielded 
habit, or ambition, or desire, giving en- 
couragement and comfort to him. It is 
likewise possible to give such encour- 
agement and comfort to the Enemy by 
associations with those who deny the 
Lord Jesus or question His Word and His 
authority. Just where do you stand in 
your relationship to the Kingdom of God 
today? 
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A New World 


is opening to 
these little ones 


in China. Al- 
though blind 
they have heard 


of their Heaven- 
y Father and 

ey are learning 
to read and cook 


and sew. We 
have been doing 
this work and 





establishing 
churches in China for many years. 
Your name on a postcard will bring a 
pamphlet you will enjoy reading. 





r EVANGEL MISSION 
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oe A Wheaton College Life Annuity Contract 
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tian leaders. 
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With the New Books 


A CorRRECTION 

In THe Sunpay ScHoot Trmes of Feb- 
ruary 19 there was reviewed “The March 
of God in the Age-Long Struggle,” by 
John J. Wicker, D.D. (Broadman Press, 
Nashville, Tenn.) The price was given 
as $2.25. This was the old price, but this 
exceptionally fine Bible study book is 
now to be had at $1.75. 


The Sword of the Spirit. By Lehman 
Strauss. (Loizeaux Bros., 19 West 21st 
St., New York 10,N. Y.,20 cents.) Hereis 
a small (48 pages) guide to Bible study. 
The writer, in his usual systematic and 
clear style, lists five benefits of the daily 
use of the Scriptures, six rules for read- 
ing, seven ways to study the Bible, and 
brief suggestions on studying the char- 
acters of the Bible. The booklet con- 
cludes with a table of dates and chapters 
showing how the Bible may be read 
through in a year. 





Bob Shuler Writes an Open Letter. 


(Trinity Methodist Church, Los Angeles, 
10 cents; $5 per 100 copies.) There is 
little doubt but that “Church Union” 
has an important place in the plan-of- 
campaign of American antichristianity. 
Infected churches brought thereby into 
contact with uninfected ones proceed 
directly to extend their infections. The 
pastor of Trinity Methodist Church, Los 
Angeles, Bob Shuler, explains this 
modus operandi in this “Open Letter.” 

First they put conservative leadership 
into the background. Two illustrations 
are given. Next they bring graduates 
from Northern Unitarianized seminaries 
to fill the Methodist pulpits of Southern 
California. Every year a bishop work- 
ing with the machine visits such theo- 
logical schools as Boston, Garrett, Drew, 
and the University of Chicago, in order, 
to quote a professor of one of these 
schools, “to take west certain fellows 
who are so liberal the eastern confer- 
ences do not want to use them.” These 
youths conceive themselves to be ad- 
vanced apostles of pacificism, social ac- 
tion, and the like, “born crusaders, frank 
in discussing their purpose. They be- 
lieve it is their duty to destroy and 
displace the evangelistic message of the 
church as the fathers knew it.” Dr. 
Shuler charges the machine at the same 
time with seeking to fence off Asbury 
Seminary boys and others of like faith 
and zeal, from Methodist pulpits; also 
with breaking up the youth movement 
of the Southern Methodist Church, sub- 
stituting “folk-dancing and pacificism 
for evangelism,” and closing the youth 
assemblies of Mt. Hermon and Camp 
Bethel, so that Trinity Church has been 
forced to start afresh with its summer 
work. The character of the Commission 
on Evangelism has been changed, “the 
most pronounced pacificists and social- 
gospel leaders of the Conference being 
put on it.” 


What to @o chout it? For the pres- 
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ent wait. “I do not believe God wants 
our church to be trampled on and in- 
sulted and abused. However, He does 
want us, while we stand up with the 
strength of our convictions, to keep our 
heads and let Christ keep our hearts. 
Trinity Church is a Methodist church. 
There is no Unitarianism in Trinity. 

“But the saddest day that ever came 
to our kind of Methodism in the west 
was the day of the union of the two 
Methodist churches !” 

(The Methodist Challenge is a vigor- 
ous, dollar-a-year monthly started by 
Dr. Shuler to expose this perfidy. Pub- 
lication office: 1201 S. Flower St., Los 
Angeles 15, Calif. 


Intercession and Answers. Arranged 
by Horace F. Dean. (Christ fdr America, 
Land Title Bldg., Philadelphia 10, Pa., 15 
cents each, $1.25 per dozen.) Arthur T. 
Pierson, the well-known pastor, writer, 
and Bible teacher of a past generation, 
“kept a ‘prayer record’ in which he noted 
the date when each special request was 
begun, the promise pleaded, the petition 
made, and the answer received,” accord- 
ing to his son, Delavan Pierson, in his 
father’s biography. Following somewhat 
the same plan, this booklet contains a 
page for each day of the week, with 
prayer suggestions, a text, and columns 
for petitions; dates, and answers. One 
page tells how to use the booklet: two 
pages quote Dr. Torrey on “Prayer for 
Revival.” The booklet should prove use- 
ful for individual and family use, and 
is another step toward the much needed 
revival in this country. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
, Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


March 27 to April 2 


Mon. Acts 9:1-9. The Conversion of Saul. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 
cause I obtained mercy, that in me first 
Jesus Christ might shew forth all long- 
suffering, for a pattern to them which 
should hereafter believe on him to life 
everlasting” (1 Tim. 1:16). Saul’s con- 
version is a faith pattern for all be- 
lievers. He was justified by faith, lived 
by the faith of the Son of God, and this 
faith is “the faith of God’s elect” — the 
faith by which the “just” shall live. 
Without this same faith it is impossible 
to please God. The conversion of Gen- 
tiles and Jews is a miracle of God’s 
mercy. Pray for the children of mis- 
sionaries, who, because of the war or for 
other reasons, are separated atorag their 
parents. 
Tues.—Acts 9:13-19. A Chosen Vessel. 
Prayer Sucéestions: “He is a chosen 
vessel unto me, to bear my name be- 
fore the Gentiles, and kings, and the 
children of Israel.” Christians upon con- 
version are indwelt by the Hoiy Spirit. 
They have “this treasure’ — “the life of 
Jesus”—in earthen vessels. They are 
“vessels” for the Master’s use. But not 
all who are Christ’s are honored in spe- 
cial kinds of service. Paul (2 Tim. 2: 
20, 21) explains why this is so. We 
are all “vessels of mercy” if we are in 
Christ: but not all are given “honor.” 
Pray that God shall be magnified 
through your life and service. 
Wed.—Acts 16:25-34. A Jailer Converted. 
Prayer SuGcEsTions: “He .. . believed 
. with all his house.” The Philippian 
jailer was not only saved himself but 
had the joy of seeing his entire family 
saved also. This experience of his and 
the promise God gave to him by Paul 
have proved to be a great encourage- 
ment to parents down the centuries to 
seek the same mercy of God. Pray for 
all Christian parents. 


Thurs.—John 3:1-8. A New Birth. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye must be born 
again.” The Lord said it, and it is not 
only Scripturally true, but it is found to 


be so in experience and by observation. . 


Only “a new creature” will do for God 
and Heaven. No outward religious forms 
can make one clean, for the leprosy of 
sin lies deep within. “Ye must be born 
again.” Pray for real and remarkable 
conversions. 


Fri.—2 Corinthians 5:14-19. A New Creation. 
Prayer SuGGcEsTIONS: “If any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature.” Not all 
are in Christ. And those who are now 
in Christ were once out of Christ. But 


“Howbeit for this , 


if we are in, Him this is, as Dr. Ironside 
suggests, “new creation.” As in Adam 
all have the old and sinful nature, so 
in Christ all are “new creatures” and 
the old things are passed away, and all 
things are become new. Pray for a 
closer walk with God, and keep on walk- 
ing in the light of the Lord. 


Sat.—Colossians 3:1-11. A New Life, 


PRAYER SvuGcESTIONS: “If ye then be 
risen with Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Christ sitteth 
on the right hand of God.” It is not 
enough to have an enlightened mind 
filled with the light of the knowledge of 
the Gospel. We must have new and 
holy affections for God, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Holy Spirit, the Word, the 
work, and the people of God. The new 
life of God within the heart must be 
manifested in a new life among God’s 
people and others. If you are risen with 
Him, walk with Him, Pray for a greater 
love to Christ. 

Sun.—Psalm 32:1-5. ° 
The Blessedness of Forgiveness. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Blessed is he 
whose transgression is forgiven, whose 
sin is covered.” The forgiven soul is 
blessed; and that blessing means happi- 
ness and peace. When sin is pardoned 
it is forgiven; but when covered it means 
that the pardoning person has paid a 
price to cover the sin. When Adam and 
Eve were covered after their sin in the 
garden of Eden, it was because of the 


death of skin-bearing animals; but our, 


sin-covering cost the blood of the Son 
of God. His sorrows madé possible our 
blessedness. Pray that multitudes will 


come to know the blessedness of forgive- 
ness. 
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Love.” 
Price, enty 
28 cents 


Contains over 120 
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Nw BEFORE has a thorough Col- 
lege training rated more highly 
than at the present moment. 


We are engaged in a mechanized war—one of 
tanks,and submarines, and airplanes, and radio, 
and electronics. It is an intricately planned 
and leng-drawn-out business; and without the 
highest type of moral and mental equipment, 
the young fighting man of today can never 
hope to render service of the greatest value in 
our war effort. The demand from our military 
leaders for men with super-training is insist- 
ent. With even a year or a semester of mathe- 
matics, physics, or a foreign language, young 
men are either deferred or taken into the 
armed services for further intensive educa- 
tion. In the period of critical reconstruction to 
follow the war, there will be a continued call 
for College-trained leaders. 

But thorough education requires time; and 
one of the surest ways to shorten 
the necessary period of prepa- 

























“Redeeming the Time, ‘25%. 51. 


teachers. The Summer School of Houghton 
College will help you speed your preparation 
for a valyable position. Present teachers may 
also broaden their fields of usefulness and 
value. Houghton’s Division of Music is pre- 
pared to accelerate preparation of Public 
School Musie Teachers and Supervisors. 


The present insistent call for Army and Navy 
Chaplains has created a scarcity of ministers. 
During the second, or Eight-Week Term, re- 
fresher courses will be provided, with special 
teachers in Philosophy and Religion. 


The Summer School of Houghton College 
is an integral division of the institution. Work 
is of College grade, conducted under direct 
charter from the Regents of the University of 
the State of New York. Credits granted here 
are universally recognized. The Summer Cur- 
rieulum also provides a splendid selection 

of special subjects now required 


Illustrations Key by present unusual conditions. 


ration is The Summer Schoo 1. A cool, sunlit comer of the HOUGHTON offers a beautiful 


of Houghton College. Formerly 
eight semesters—two each in tion, Physic 
four years—were required for *- 
graduation. Now two semesters, 


with Summer School, each cal- *: Sores, ®-.Momant, Fh 


2. Measuring the heat of tric- and restful environment for sum. 
8s Laboratory. 


mer study. Attractively located 


nie at hovely. famous L tetcn- high among the rock-ribbed hille 


of western New York, the atmos- 


-D., 
mi. iP Biclogs, phere is cool and exceptionally 





endar year, will complete your and @ Ghalrman of the Divi invigorating and healthful. Ac- 
College course in three years. 5. Robert R. R. Luckey, Ph.p,, Commodations are simple, com- 
‘ Jnstrsctor in Mathemati®  fortable, and homelike. The ex- 
Upperclassmen may hasten their rud Physics sneludi iti . 
raduation day. Young men ° Srai"5 Carapetyan, A.M. Oe er eres ee eee 
g a ili ‘ ie 4 Choral Director and Instruc- relatively modest, and the ex- 
Under mivary age wae OF 7. John M. Andrews, M.Mus., ample and fellowship of cultured 
standings may step directly from Instructor in Violin and 


high schooh to the Eight-Week .° 


8. A 


} Instruments. Christian professors will be along- 


B.Mus.. remembered blessing and delight. 


z 2 ifred D. Kreckman, B. 
Session; or by special arrange- — * 


ment, to the Twelve-Week Sum- = twer- 


mer Semester. 
Two Six-Week 


There is today an acute shortage 


Meet the present unprecedented 


¢-Week Semester, May - 
a through — aitn. demand for College-trained lead- 
Zard, through Ju satya ast; ian ers! Commence now to “redeem 


the time!” Write for full details. 


of well-trained public school ™ sreweck, Session. 2uly 3 33° Address Dept. T-344. 


The Summer School of Houghion College, Dr. George E. Moreland, Director 


oughton 


rollege 


_ HOUGHTON, ee 


NUVLSU 


2 > va 


$v 9 NYS 


G11 IWNOILVOIEYONOD 


169¢4 


— 
Poe 
uw 
m 
> 
° 
© 
= 
oa 
3 ‘ 
' 

» 
=z 
Co 
bes | 
; ad 











